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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Prologue

As can be inferred from the title of the book, the current writing will cover a 
special type of knowing the Almighty God, called “innate gnosis”. Although, 
innate gnosis is not the only way of knowing God, yet it enjoys special 
importance in the teachings of the divine prophets and according to one 
authentic source, it is the only path to true gnosis of God.
Notwithstanding that the Noble Quran and traditions from Ahl al-bayt (A.S.) 
have laid great stress on matters concerning belief and ma’arif (gnostic 
knowledge), it is unfortunate that we have but little acquaintance with them. 
Ma’refat fitri (innate gnosis) is among this very Ma’aref (gnostic knowledge).
Undoubtedly, much has been spoken on “Fitrat” (innate disposition) and 
Ma’refat fitri but what is commonly inferred from them is quite different from
that which has come down in the Quran and sunnah.

1

In this short endeavor, our purpose is only to divulge the meaning of Fitrat and 
Ma’refat fitri and their manifest characteristics by relying on authentic religious

1. In this regard, we shall review the different views in this book.
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sources. Besides, we intend to set forth the general sketch for divine theology 
and the stages and fundamentals of Ma’refat (gnosis) of God and divine faith. 
Among the questions and other matters which this book seeks to give reply are 
the following:
Does God’s existence require proof or is recognition of God an obvious and 
manifest affair?
How is the Ma’refat (gnosis) of God achieved and what role does Aql (intellect) 
plays in this matter?
Is debate and disputation on religious beliefs a desirable act or not and what are 
the conditions of a religious debate? What role does free-will and moral play in 
the gnosis of God and divine faith?
What is faith and what are its preliminaries?
It’s necessary to remind that prior to this book, a few topics about knowing God 
was published by the writer.

1
In that, the divine theology was compared with 

the theology of Greek philosophers and the difference between these two 
schools was explained. With the publication of this, we received various 
recommendations. We received repeated requests to set forth the Islamic 
discussion separately, free from the Greek philosophical matters. Moreover, 
recommendations were also given to use this as a textbook in a few educational 
sections.
The extent this present book has succeeded in fulfilling these requirements and 
recommendations is to be judged by the respected readers, scholars and 
researchers. The author expects to gain further by the recommendations and 
criticisms of these dear readers and seek their services in explaining the Islamic 
Ma’aref (gnostic knowledge).
At the end, it’s necessary to thank all those who have had a hand in the 
compilation and publication of this book particularly, my teachers like the 
respected jurisprudent and commentator, Hazrat Ayatollah Mirza Muhammad 
Baqir Malaki Miyanji. Similarly, I express my thanks to the learned editor and 
honorable publisher.

Reza Berenjkar
1, Ramadhan 1415

1. At the outset, in the form of an article named as “Greece and religion” and later in the form of a book titled
“Fundamentals of knowing God in Greek philosophy and divine religions”.
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Preface
In the preface, two points will be discussed in brief: Firstly, we shall review the 
topics of this book and then discuss the importance of gnostic knowledge 
(Ma’refat) of God followed by the virtues and effects of such knowledge.

1. A general review of the topics:
In the first section of this book, we shall discuss rational theology and proof of 
Creator through observance of the global phenomenon and the harmony among 
different parts of the universe as well as through spiritual journey and man’s 
recourse to his own ‘self’. The outcome of this stage would prove on the one 
hand, the existence of the Creator and on the other hand, His non- resemblance 
with the creatures. Eventually, man’s amazement at the divine holy Essence and 
the need for gnostic knowledge of God is proved. Considering that this type of 
recognition is not the main topic of this book and is offered only as a means for 
initiating the discussion on innate disposition, it has therefore been discussed in 
brief.
In the second section, we shall discuss innate gnosis of God. At the outset, we 
shall explain, before anything else, the initial halting place where man acquired 
this gnosis from God and thereafter describe (in the topic on divine names and 
attributes) the specifics of innate disposition and its effects. Finally, we shall 
conclude the discussion by dividing theology into three forms: “Affirmative”, 
“Negative” and “Innate”.
The second part of this section is earmarked to the ways of recalling innate 
gnosis. Moreover, useful debate, dialect and disputation and their place in 
theology will be discussed.
The topic of the third part concerns man’s submission before God which finally 
leads to faith. In the first chapter, the affairs which pave the way for man’s 
submission or non-submission before God will be discussed. In this regard, 
matters such as will (الاداره), incitements (الداوعى) and ethics (الاخلاق) will be 
presented. The second chapter is assigned to the outcome of man’s submission, 
i.e., faith, and its characteristics.
At the end of the book, we shall explain in brief, the manner of utilizing the 
holy verses and hadith on innate theology as well as the rightfulness of innate 
disposition.
Let it not remain unsaid that our objective is only to explain the views of the 
Quran and the Sunnah (and not the human reflections

1
) on theology. However, 

we shall discuss the various views only with respect to the meaning of innate 
disposition.
Moreover, effort will be made to set forth the original sources and references of 
traditions so that the readers can have direct access to them.

1. To a certain extent, this matter has been discussed in the book: “Fundamentals of knowing God in Greek 
philosophy and divine religions”.
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2. The virtue of gnosis of God and its effects
As mentioned in the prologue, this book aims to explain the innate gnosis of 
God. As such, it is appropriate to review the importance of gnosis of God and 
its virtues and effects from the viewpoint of Quran and hadith.
The gnosis of God is the fountainhead of all values and plays a fundamental role 
in the various dimensions of man’s life. The glorious Quran draws the boundary 
among the human-beings on the basis of faith and goods deeds and refers to 
every kind of human values based on this very matter. From the viewpoint of 
the Quran, only those who have faith in God and perform virtuous deeds are 
subject to God’s Mercy, Forgiveness and Reward

1
and shall enter the Paradise.

2

In the eyes of God, they are the best of men; they enjoy the most pure life and 
experience the most benevolent end. Moreover, they are the very ones who 
attain the ruler ship, guidance, divine light and salvation

3
and ascend to exalted 

positions.
4

On the other hand, we are aware that gnosis of God is the source and foundation 
of faith and virtuous deeds. The presence of numerous verses of Quran and the 
reader’s acquaintance with them restricts us to set forth their references only. 
However, we shall mention a gist of the Ahl ul-bayt’s sayings regarding the 
special virtues of gnosis of God.

- The gnosis of God is the first step in traversing the path of religion, piety 
and devotion.

معَرْفِتَھُ. اِلدنیّ وَأَُّل
“The foremost in religion is the knowledge (gnosis) of God”

5

معَرْفِتَھُ. بھِ اِلدِّيانةَ وَأَُّل
“The beginning of the acceptance of religion (din) is the knowledge (gnosis) of 
God”.

6

معَرْفِتَھُ. االله عابِةَد وَأَُّل
“The first (step) towards worship of God is His knowledge (gnosis)”.

7

- The gnosis of God is the loftiest of all gnosis and sciences and the highest 
and most virtuous of all obligations.

الماعَفِر. أعَْـلىَ سبُناحْھَ االله مُعَرْفِةَ

1. Concerning the aforesaid specialities, refer to Jasiyah/30, Haj/50, Ankabut/7, Fatir/7, Al-Imran/57, Rum/45, 
Kahf/30, Inshiqaq/25, Teen/6, Saba/37 and Qasas/80. 
2. Refer to Maryam/60, Baqarah/25 and 82, Nisa/57 and 122, Ibrahim/23, Kahf/107, Haj/14, 23 and 56, 
Ankabut/58, Rum/15, Luqman/8, Sajdah/19, Shuara/22 and Buruj/11. 
3. Refer to Bayyinah/7, Ra’d/29, Nur/55, Yunus/9, Baqarah/257, Talaq/11 and Qasas/67. 
4. Refer to Mujadelah/11 and Taha/75. 
5. Nahjul-Balagha; Sermon No 1. 
6. Kafi 1/140; Tradition 6. 
7. Tauhid-Saduq; page 34; tradition 2; Uyoon Akhbar al-Ridha 1/149 and Ershad Shaikh Mufid, page 119. 
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“The gnosis of God, Glory be to Him, is the loftiest of all the gnosis”.
1

بلاِعْبُوُدةَّیِ. لُھَ اُلإقرْرا وَ ِّالرَّب عمُرْفِةَ اِلنإْاسْن علَىَ وَأجْبَاھَ وَ الفْرَائضِ أفَضْلَ إ َّن

“Verily, the most virtuous of all obligations and the most obligatory among all 
obligations for man is the knowledge of God and acknowledgment of His 
servitude”.

2

معَرْفِتَھِ. َّحقَ اِالله مُعَرْفِةَ اقَل: العلِمْ؟ِ سْأَرُ ما اقَل: االله(ص) رِسَوُل إلى رٌجَلُ اجَء

A person approached the Messenger of Allah (S.A.W.A.) and said: ‘Which is 
the highest knowledge? Hazrat replied: Knowledge (gnosis) of God in the 
manner He deserves to be known.’

3

About the importance of Knowing God, Imam Sadiq (A.S.) says:
“If the people conceive the excellence of the gnosis of God, they will never fix 
their eyes on the worldly pleasures and bounties that is enjoyed by their 
enemies; and the things of this world would turn less showy in their eyes. 
Instead, they will benefit from the gnosis of God and enjoy it like the enjoyment 
of the dwellers in Paradise. Verily, the gnosis of God is man’s companion in 
every fear; his colleague in every loneliness; light in every darkness; strength in 
every weakness and cure and good health in every kind of sickness”.

4

The above mentioned matter is only a gist of the virtues of divine gnosis. Here, 
it is also appropriate to point out the effects of gnosis of God.

- Among the effects of divine gnosis is man’s submission and satisfaction 
before the Divine decree.

جّلَ. وَ َّعزَ اَالله عرَفَ مْنَ جّلَ وَ َّعزَ اُالله قضَىَ لمِا یَسُلْمِ نَأ اِالله خِلَقْ ُّأحَقَ

“The most worthy of God’s creatures in terms of submission before His decree 

is the one who possesses knowledge about Him, the Almighty, the Great”.
5

جّلَ. وَ َّعزَ بقِاضَاءالله رَأاضْهمُ باللهاِ اِلناّس أَعلْمَ إ َّن

“Men having the highest knowledge of God are those who are the most satisfied 

ones about His decree”.
6

-Hope in God on the one hand and fear of God on the other hand are the 
other effects of Knowing God.

مَنِكْ. رُاجَءهَ يقَطْعَ لا نَأْ عرَفَكَ لْمِنَ ٌّحقَ بَرِّ، يا

“O God, the one who has recognized Thee deserves not to sever hope in Thee”.
1

االله. اخَف اَالله عرَفَ مْنَ

1. Ghurar al-Hikam: 9864. 
2. Kefayah al-Athar; page 258. 
3. Bihar al-Anwar 3/14; tradition 36 and page 249; tradition 4. 
4. Kafi 8/247; tradition 347. 
5. Kafi 2/62; tradition 9. 
6. Kafi 2/60; tradition 2. 
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“The one who recognizes Allah shall fear Him”.
2

- Among other effects of Knowing God is being needless of others and 
(instead) relying on God for fulfillment of need.

االله. خِلَقْ عْنَ الغْىنِ سُكَنَھَ باللهاِ اُلعملِ قُلَبْھَ سكَنَ مْنَ

“The one in whose heart resides the gnosis of God shall find himself needless of 
others”.

3

مسَأْلَةَ. لُھَ آَأثْرَهُمُ باللهاِ اِلناّس أُعَلْمَ

“Those possessing the highest knowledge of God shall beseech God for most of 

their needs”.
4

- Finally, the one who recognizes God shall strive for his final abode.
البْاقَء. لدِرا يسَْـعيَ لا آیَفْ رَھَّبُ عرَفَ لْمِنَ عُجَبِتْ

“I am amazed at the one who recognizes his Lord but does not strive for his 

final abode”.
5

1. Sawab al-A’mal; page 163; tradition 1. 
2. Kafi 2/68; Tradition 4. 
3. Ghurar al-Hikam: 8896 
4. Ghurar al-Hikam: 3260 
5. Ghurar al-Hikam: 6265 
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FIRST SECTION:

PROOF OF CREATOR

AND

NEED FOR INNATE GNOSIS

First Stage:
Proving the Creator by traversing the horizons

1

By observing and contemplating the beings in this world, man realizes that the 
world has not been created without a Creator. This primary assertion is 
approved by contemplation and reflection over the order and harmony 
prevailing among various parts of the universe. Moreover, the greatness and 
splendor of the Creator of the universe is also proved.
Acknowledgment of the Creator of universe is appropriate to something which 

we name as “Aql” (reason):
2

1. The discussion related to this subject is a rational discussion and the traditions do not hold an obligatory 
aspect. Rather, it reveals that the holy Infallibles (A.S.) too employed this method in their rationalization.
1. Tauhid-Saduq; page40
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باللهاِ. اُلتدصَقیِ يتعُقَدَ بعلاِقُوُل

“Reason substantiates the existence of Creator since the creatures are living”
1

المْصَنْنیعوُ. لوِجُوُد الصّـانعِ إِثبات مْنِ ٌّبدُ یْكَنُ فْلَمَ

In this manner, the existence of a phenomenon proves that a Creator exists for 
it. Is it not that when you deeply ponder over a tall construction, you perceive 
that there exists a builder for it even though you may not see its builder!?

2

مبَنْيِ، مٍشَُـيَّد بٍانِء إلى نظَرَتْ اذإ أكَّنَ ترَى ألاَ صنَعَاھَ اعناصً َّنَأ عىلَ دْتَّلَ الأعافَلیِ وجوُد تاشُهدِهْ؟ُ! لمَ وَ اَلىنابْ ترَ لْمَ

آَنُتْ نإْ و اینابً لُھَ َّنَأ علَمِتْ

At this very juncture, man becomes perplexed since, on the one hand, he cannot 
deny the existence of the Creator while on the other hand, he cannot see Him 
nor recognize nor describe His Essence. By contemplating the phenomenon, 
man recognizes the Creator (by means of his intellect) only to the extent that it 
leads him to confess His existence and not that he becomes conversant with His 
depiction.

3

In this connection, Amir-ul-Muminin (A.S.) says:
God has not informed (human) wit about the limits of His qualities. 
Nevertheless, He has not prevented it (i.e., wit) from securing essential 
knowledge of Him. So He is such that all signs of existence stand witness for 
Him.

4

أُعلاْم لُھَ تُشَھْدَ الَّذى فھَوُ معَرْفِتَھِ. اوجبِ عْنَ يحَجْبُاھْ لمَ وَ صفِتَھِ تحَدْدیِ عىلَ اَلعقُوُل يطُْـلعِ لْمَ

الوْجُوُد.

This matter becomes more so serious and sensitive in the next step. When our 
reflection and contemplation in the phenomenon (for the sake of obviating our 
perplexity and recognizing the Essence of the Creator) increases, we shall 
perceive that: The Creator should not resemble the created being. If the created 
being is creatable, the Creator cannot be creatable. Moreover, if the created 
being is helpless and imperfect, the Creator cannot be so. In general, the Creator 
cannot resemble the creature in any quality. Otherwise, the Creator too would 
be called a creature as he possesses the quality of a creature.
Therefore, in this stage, all the qualities of a creature which are well known to 
man are negated from the Creator and qualitative differences i.e. differences of 
essence in all qualities between the Creator and creature are proved.

صانعِھِ. مْنِ یُمَتْنَعِ فيه يمُكْنِ ما آُّلُ وَ خالقِھِ فى يجوُدَ لا الِخَْـلقْ فى ما فكَُّلُ

“Thus, whatever is found in the creature cannot be found in the Creator. 
(Rather), whatever can be possibly found in a creature is impossible to be found 
so in the case of its Creator.”

5

الصِّفات. فىِ أحَدْثَ ما لجِعیمَ مٌئابُنِ

2. Kafi 1/84 
3. Kafi 1/81 
4. Bihar al-Anwar 3/147 (Tauhid-Mufazzal) 
5.Nahjul-Balagha; Sermon 49 
6. Tauhid-Saduq; page 40 
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“God’s attributes are disparate from all creatable beings’.
1

يقعُلَ ما خُلاِف هَوُ وَ

آلذَكِ. اُالله لَـيسْ وَ اِلمخَلْوُق بصِفِةَ آَان ما يعُقْلَ إنَّما
The second hadith explains the reason for the first hadith. The purport of the 
above two hadiths is as follows:
“He is totally different from whatever is conceived 

2
(because) only that can be 

conceived which has the attribute of a created being and God is not like that” 
3

As can be seen, the consequence of greater reflection and contemplation too 
leads to the proof of a Creator on the one hand and the negation of resemblance 
between the Creator and creatures on the other hand.

4
The conclusion derived 

from these two consequences too is nothing but bewilderment and amazement 
with respect to the Creator of the universe. And this outcome is the extreme end 
of rational excursion in theology which in traditions of Ahl al-bayt is referred to 
as “manifestation of God by means of intellect”:

ْـعقُوُل. للِ عناصِاھُ تجَلَىّ باھِ

“Through the creatures, the Creator manifests Himself in the intellect”.
5

اِلتَّدریبْ. عِاملاَت مْنِ خلَقْھِ في يرُى بامِ اِلعْقُوُل فىِ ظھَرَ

“He is manifest in the mind through His signs and through His wisdom in His 

creations”.
6

Second Stage:
Proving the Creator by traversing the self
In this stage too, the final outcome is God’s manifestation in the mind; and the 
condition for traversing such a route is the elimination of worldly attachments 
and return to the self. By attachments, we do not mean the physical and bodily 
attachments only but mainly the mental and heart-related attachments. 
Although, it is difficult to achieve this task in perfect form nevertheless, to the 
extent it is achieved, the excursion of the self continues and its effects becomes 
apparent for the wayfarer.
After deliverance from carnal desires and retreat of human thoughts and 
reflections, man can return to his “self” and perceive by conscience, his life and

1. Tauhid-Saduq; page 69 
2. Kafi 1/82; tradition 1 
3. Kafi 1/108; tradition 1 
4. In the traditions of the Infallibles (A.S.), these two matters are referred to under the title: “Expulsion from two 
limitations” i.e., the limitation of nullification and resemblance. Nullification refers to disproving God and 
resemblance refers to the act of resembling God with the creatures. 
5. Nahjul-Balagha; Sermon 186, page 273 
6. Kafi 1/141; tradition 7 and Nahjul-Balagha; Sermon 182 
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soul and the helpless nature of his very existence. By enjoying such spiritual 
state, man will find himself in a state of change, transmutation and affiliation 
and will perceive by heart that he is subsisting and being supported by someone. 
At the same time, (just as mentioned in the first stage) he fails to recognize the 
One who causes change in him because, the Holy Essence is concealed from the 
human thoughts and faculties just as He is concealed from the human eye.

الأْاصبَر. عِنَ احتْجَبَ آمَاَ اِلعْقُوُل عِنَ إحِتْجَبَ اَالله إ  َّن

“God is concealed from the intellect in the same way as He is concealed from 

the eyes”.
1

القْلُوُب. وَ اُلأْبَـاصْر بھِ تحُطیِ لا

“Visions and hearts cannot attain Him”
2

َّعزَ وَ َّجلَ تكُنِّوَھَ. نأْ اِلضَّمائر علَىَ وَ تحَهَّدُُ، نَأْ اِلأْھْوَام علَىَ وَ تمُلِّثَھَ، نَأْ اِلقْلُوُب علَىَ مٌحَُّرَم

آًریبَا. عًلُوُاّ ذلَكِ عْنَ تىلاعَ وَ برَتَّیِھِ سامِت وَ خلَقْھِ تادَأِ عْنَ

“It has been made unlawful for hearts to find any semblance for Him, unlawful 
for the imagination to fix any limit for Him and unlawful for the consciousness 
to create Him (as existent in imagination). Great and Exalted is He above any 
compensation by the created, and above the signs of His creation. He is far, far 
above this, far too far above”.

3

As such, in the second stage too, (i.e. excursion of the self) it is proved that 
there exists a Creator and that knowledge of His Essence is unattainable. It is 
here that man becomes perplexed and wishes that the One who causes change in 
him introduces Himself.
The traversing of the self differs from the traversing of the horizons in that man 
perceives by conscience, the helplessness and mendicancy of his own existence 
with utmost intensity. For this reason, he confesses and acknowledges His 
Creator, the self-subsisting and the Administrator with greater surety and 
certainty.
As can be observed, the ultimate end of rational traversing in theology is proof 
of God and His Uniqueness and the state of bewilderment by the task of 
recognizing Him. In this mystical journey, knowledge of God’s Entity and 
Essence cannot be achieved. However, the excursion (of knowing God) does 
not end at this stop. Rather, the gnosis of God in its real sense (i.e. through heart 
and innate disposition) begins from here.
After God is manifested in the intellects, those with sound mind desirous of 
acquiring the real gnosis will discover that the Almighty God has manifested in 
their hearts and has answered their call of conscience. They will realize that they

1. Tohaful-Uqool; page 176 
2. Nahjul-Balagha; Sermon 85 
3. Kafi 1/117; tradition 7 
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are being quenched by the sweet and refreshing gnosis at heart (and not mental 
and subjective gnosis).
It is at this point that man perceives God, Glory be to Him and while becoming 
humble, meek and impressed, he talks to Him and whispers to Him the secrets 
hidden in his heart. Hence the reason for the Imam’s repetitive plea before God 
for acquiring His gnosis:
تخَرْقُ حىَّتَ إلیَكْ نظَرَهِا بضِایِء قلُبوُانِ أبَاصْر أْنَرِ وَ إلیَكْ. الانقْاطِع آامَل لىِ هْبَ إلهي
ِّبعِزِ مًعُقَّلَةَ اوْرَأحانُ تصَریِ وَ اِلعْظَمَةَ معَدْنِ إلى فتَصَلِ لنُّور اِ حَجُبُ اِلقْلُوُب أُبَاصْر

مًنُحْرَافِ. ا سَوكِ عْنَ وَ اعًرافِ لكَ فأَآَوُن اِلاْبَھْجَ عَِّزِك بونِرِ ألحْقِىنْ قَدُسْكِ....إلهي
“O Allah, destine for me the extreme recognition of Thee; and illuminate our 
heart-related vision with such light by which we can see Thee until the heart-
related vision tears apart the curtains of light and reaches the great mine and our 
spirits get suspended to Thy Holy Power..........O Allah, unite me with Thy 
Glorious Light in all its splendor so that I turn Gnostic towards Thee and I turn 
away from all others”.

1

إلِیَكْ.....فاَهدْينِ تصوُلِينُ بٍخِدِمْةَ علَیَكْ فاجَمْعَينْ اِلمْزَراَ بَعُدْ يجوُبِ اِلآثار ىفِ د ترَدَُّی إلهى

إلِیَكْ. بَنِوُكِر

“O Allah, my preoccupation in the phenomenon causes my separation from 
Thee. So engage me in such affairs which cause me to gain proximity to 
Thee.........So guide me towards Thee by means of Thy own Light’.

2

نفَسْكَ........ تعُفِّرَينَ معَرْفِتَكِ.......فأَسَأْلَكُ......نأْ آَنُھْ يعَرْفِكُ مْنَ مسَلأْةَ أَسلأْكُ إلهى

“O  Allah,  I  implore  Thee,  the  imploring  of  one  who  recognizes  Thee  by  the
depth of gnosis (and true recognition).............. I ask Thee..................to make me
know Thee.........”

3

The holy verse: "ِالمْسُتْقْمی اَلصِّرطا "ھإدْانِ which has come down in Sura Hamd and 
which every muslim is supposed to recite at least ten times a day in his daily 
prayers is interpreted by Imam Ridha (A.S.) to imply an earnest request for 
increase in one’s gnosis with respect to God as well as His Magnificence and 
Divinity.

آبِرْيائھِ. وَ بعِظَمَتَھِ وَ برِھِّبَ المْعَرْفِةَ فىِ إٌسْـتزِةَدا

“The holy verse implies an earnest request for greater gnosis of God, His 
Magnificence and Divinity”.

4

In the words of Quran and the traditions of the Infallibles (A.S.), such 
recognition of God is known as “innate gnosis" or “manifestation in the hearts”.
It is God’s introduction (by Himself) in the preceding worlds where its effects

1. Mujajaat-Sha’baniyah; Eqbal al-A’mal, page 687 
2. Second part of Dua Arafa; Eqbal al-A’mal, page 348 
3. Bihar al-Anwar 94/96 
4. Elal al-Sharaye; page 260 / tradition 9 and Uyoon Akhbar al-Ridha (A.S.) 2/107. At the end of hadith, Fazl-
ibn-Shazan says: I heard this expression from Imam Ridha (A.S.) from time to time. 
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remain hidden in the substance of man’s life and through divine grace; man 
becomes aware of it in this very world.
The main aim of this book is to expound this very innate and heart-related 
gnosis and explain the conditions by which one can attain it. Also, we wish to 
clarify its place in theology and religion in general. For this reason, a detailed 
explanation of this matter at this juncture is dispensed with.
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SECOND SECTION:

GNOSIS (MA’REFAT) OF

ALLAH AND ITS STAGES

By referring to the Islamic sciences and teachings in diverse fields and by 
examining the practical ways of the Prophets especially in theology and their 
call to monotheism and worship of God, we come to this conclusion that the 
ways of the Prophets and divine religions vis-a-vis gnosis of God holds special 
grounds and enjoys a unique method which fundamentally differs from the 
methods prevalent in the human schools of thoughts.
If we wish to set forth briefly the stages of divine theology we should say: After 
passing the three stages: “introduction” (التعريف), “reminding” (اّلتذآر) and 
“submission (التسليم), man achieves the divine guidance and faith.
) "التعريف" ta’reef) means ‘to make known’ or ‘to introduce’; and what is 
meant is this that God has introduced His Self to all the human beings. The 
word “Fitrat” (الفطرت) is sometimes used to explain this very matter.
means ‘to remind’. Considering that man is heedless of the (tazakkur) "التذآرّ"
innate gnosis, the Exalted God reminds him of this gnosis via various means 
and thus finalizes the argument for him. In fact, the most vital duty of the 
Prophets has been to remind and notify the people about the innate gnosis.
Verily, God finalizes His argument through other means too just as we come 
across instances in the Quran and traditions wherein proof of the Creator as well
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as rational reasoning is set forth. In such instances, the purpose is either to lay 
the groundwork for the addressee to remember the innate gnosis or to present 
good argumentation and debate or yet, to answer the doubts of the deviated and 
obstinate ones. Aside from such cases, it is the customary manner of the 
Prophets to make evident the divine monotheism and remind (the people) about 
innate gnosis.
 means that whenever man remembers the divine gnosis, he (taslim) "التسليم"
falls into submission and brings faith accompanied by special divine assistance.

FIRST STAGE:

INNATE GNOSIS OR “MA’REFAT FITRI”
(INTRODUCTION OF GOD)

Basically, in the monotheistic religions, God’s recognition has been presented 
not as one unknown and dubious matter that requires disclosure and proof. 
From the viewpoint of divine sources, the secret of this matter lies hidden more 
than anything else, in the gnosis of God which has been deposited in man’s 
heart and life; a gnosis which is God’s creation and which is referred as “Fitrat” 
الفطره) ) in the verses and traditions.
This gifted gnosis and lustrous guidance is reckoned to be the foundation of 
divine religions. Like the pillar of the tent (of religion), this divine gift bears the 
entire sciences, the practical commandments and ethics so much so that in its 
absence, man would have failed to perceive the true divine gnosis.

أنَتْ. رْدَأامِ لْمَ أنَتْ لا لْوَ وَ إلِیَكْ. دعَوَتْينَ وَ علَیَكْ دلَلَتْينَ أنَتْ وَ عرَفَتْكُ بَكِ

“I recognized Thee by Thy Self and Thou guided and led me towards Thee and 
called me towards Thee. And if it were not for Thee, I wouldn’t have known 
Thee”.

1

Rather, without this introduction, one would have failed to attain the gnosis of 
messenger ship (Resalah) and mastership (Vilayah) too.

رسَلوُكَ. أعَرْفِ لْمَ نفَسْكَ تعُفِّرَينْ لْمَ نإْ فكَّنإَ نفَسْكَ ِّعفرَينْ اللَھَّّمُ

‘O God, introduce thyself to me for if Thou do not make thyself known to me I 
will not be able to recognize Thy messenger’.

2

This innate gnosis is so basic and fundamental that even if some other acts of 
worship (like prayers) are named as pillars of religion, it is because such 
worship causes man to return to his ‘self’ and reminds him of his innate gnosis. 
In fact, Namaz (prayers) is nothing but remembrance of God and ascension of a 
believer.

1. Mafatih al-Jinan; Supplication of Abu Hamza S’omali. 
2. Bihar al-Anwar; 95/326 / tradition 2. 
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The discussion on "التعريف" (introduction) which has come down in the Quran

and traditions can be explained in two main chapters. The first chapter discusses 
the place where innate gnosis was gifted to man as well as the time when man 
became the trustee of this divine gift. The second chapter concerns the outcome 
and consequence of divine introduction (of God) and the reality and 
specifications of this gnosis.

Chapter One:

PLACE OF INTRODUCTION (تعريف)
What is obvious from the Islamic proofs and evidences is this that before man’s 
soul could find its entry into this world and get it attached to the physical body, 
it had traversed (another) world or rather worlds and witnessed certain events 
and scenes and sustained in every stage the gnosis and the realities. All these 
play a fundamental role in man’s worldly life as well as the life hereafter.
In some of these stops, the human-beings possessed the soul only like the world 
of the spirits ("الاحاور عالم ") while in other places, man’s soul possessed a 
special form and body as in the world of pre-existence (" الذرّ عالم ").
In these very worlds, at a very lustrous and holy place, all the human-beings 
were bestowed with the divine grace and after receiving the gnosis (of God) and 
free-will, they were thus questioned:
“Am I not your Lord” ("ُبرِكِّبَم أُلَسَتْ ") to which all replied: “Yes” ("َبىل ").

Although with man’s entry into this physical world, the specifications of this 
innate gnosis sink into oblivion nevertheless, the origin and effect of this innate 
gnosis always accompanies man:

سیَذَآْرُوُنھَ. وَ المْوَقْفِ نسَوُا وَ اُلمْعَرْفِةَ فِثَبَتَتَ

“So, the gnosis (of God) was set in the human- beings and the place of derivation 
of this gnosis was forgotten by them; and soon they shall remember it”.

1

This firm and enduring gnosis, like a firm pillar, is so fixed in man’s existence 
that the very structure of “Din - e - hanif” (the upright religion) is based on it; a 
perpetual and fortified religion which owes its firmness more than anything else 
to the irresistible “Fitrat” (innate disposition).
In this regard, we shall now set forth a few verses and traditions:
قالوُا بْرِكِّبَمُ أُلَسَتْ أنَفْسُھِمِ عىلَ أشَھْدَهَمُ وَ رُذِّْيَّتھَمُ ظْھُوُھِرمِ مْنِ آمَد بنَىِ مْنِ ركُّبَ أخَذَ ذإْ وَ
قَبُلْ مْنِ آباؤانُ أشَرْكَ إنَّما تقَلوُوُا وَأْ غافنیلِ* هذا عْنَ آنُاّ إنِاّ القْمایِةَ يوَمْ تقَلوُوُا نَأْ شھَدِانْ بىلَ

المْبُطْلِوُن. فعَلَ بامِ أفتَھُلْكِانُ بعَدْهِمِ مْنِ رُذًِّيَّة آنُاّ وَ

1. Bihar al-Anwar; 5/237.
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“And when your Lord brought forth from the children of Adam, from their 
backs, their descendants, and made them bear witness against their own souls: 
Am I not your Lord? They said: Yes! We bear witness. Lest you should say on 
the day of resurrection: Surely we were heedless of this.
Or you should say: Only our fathers associated others (with Allah) before, and 
we were an offspring after them: Wilt Thou then destroy us for what the vain 
doers did?”

1

The holy verse speaks about one of the stages of man’s existence wherein God 
made the children of Adam bear witness to His Divinity; and this confession 
was taken lest the unbelievers and polytheists should say on the day of 
resurrection: Surely, we were heedless of God or say: Our fathers were 
polytheists and so, we too followed their footsteps.
This verse proves that the Exalted God has made Himself known to all the 
human-beings in such manner that all have testified to His Divinity. This 
recognition and confession is the actual argument for all the human-beings and 
is so clear and solid that irreligious family and social environment cannot erase 
it fully. For this reason, God can argue with the polytheists and unbelievers on 
the day of resurrection and reject their aforesaid two excuses.
Numerous traditions have come down in explanation of this verse. These 
traditions stress that all the human-beings have witnessed the Exalted God by 
examination in the preceding worlds in such manner that no doubt and 
skepticism existed in them about His Existence and if it were not for this gnosis, 
nobody would have been able to recognize his Lord in this world.
The important and noteworthy point in these traditions is that with regard to the 
numerous worlds, inference is drawn from this very verse. This shows that the 
divine covenant was taken in the numerous worlds. Some of the traditions 
specify that the covenant was taken in the world of spirits ( الاحاور while (عالم
some traditions specify that this took place in the world of pre-existence ( عالم
.i.e. the stage where man’s soul and body were together (الذرّ
Another noteworthy point in these traditions is this that following the event of 
the divine covenant, the human beings have forgotten the stations. However, the 
original gnosis of God has remained firm in their hearts. In some other 
traditions it has come down that God caused the (event of) examination to be 
forgotten but set firm the original confession in man’s heart.
From these traditions it becomes obvious that the specifications of the stations 
and the place of divine introduction have been consigned to oblivion. Similarly,
the   exact   form   of   this   gifted   gnosis   which   is   well   known   as   "المعاينه"

(examination) is not present with man in this world. Rather, only the original 
recognition of God is present with man. In the subsequent discussions, this as

1. A’raf (7) / 172 & 173.
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well as the ways of remembering the innate gnosis will be discussed. Now, we 
shall set forth a few traditions wherein is found the above -mentioned points: 
Zarareh says: I inquired from Imam Baqir (A.S.) about the verse of covenant. 
He said:
يعَرْفِ لْمَ ذلكَِ، لا لْوَ وَ نُفَسْھَ. ھارَأْمُ وَ فْعَفَّرَھَمُ ِّآَّذلاَر فخَرَجَوُا اِلمایقْةَ. یِوَمْ إىلِ رُذِّيَّتھَ آمَد ظِھَرْ مْنِ أخَرْجَ

رھَّبَ....... أٌحَدَ

“Allah shall bring forth from the children of Adam, from their backs, their 
descendants till the Day of Judgment. They existed in the form of small 
particles. Thereafter, He manifested and introduced Himself to them. If this 
event had not occurred nobody would have succeeded in recognizing his 
Lord.”

1

Zarareh says: I inquired from Imam Sadiq (A.S.) about the verse of covenant. 
He said:
مْنَ أٌحَدَ یِدَرْ لْمَ ذَلكِ لوَلاْ وَ یًوَامْ. سیَذَآْرُوُنھَ وَ اْلموَقْفِ. نسَوُا وَ قلُبوُھِمِ فيِ اُلمْعَرْفِةَ ثِبَتَتَ

زارقِھُ. مْنَ لا وَ خالقِھُ
“The recognition of Allah remained firm in the hearts and they forgot the place 
of the covenant. A day shall come when they shall remember it. If it were not 
for this event, none would have succeeded in recognizing his Creator and 
Sustainer.”

2

About the verse of covenant, Imam Sadiq (A.S.) said:
أٌحَدَ عرَفَ ما ذَلكِ لوَلاْ وَ صدُھِروُمِ. في اَلإْقِرْرا أثبْتَ وَ المْیاعُنَةَ فأَنَاسْهمُ االله. میاعُنَةَ ذَلكِ آَان االله" لیَقَلوَُّنُ خْلَقَھَمُ مْنَ

سأَلَتْھَمُ لْئَنِ االله: "وَ قُوَلْ هَوُ وَ زارقِھَ. لا وَ لاخُقِھَ

“ This was المعاينه (examination) of Allah. Then, Allah made them forget the 
examination and made firm in their hearts their confession. And if it was not for 
this, none would have been able to recognize his Creator and Sustainer. And the 
proof of this matter is the verse: “And if you ask them who has created you, 
they shall reply: Allah”

3

Numerous verses and traditions have come down concerning the preceding 
worlds and the events that have occurred in them. These traditions can be found 
mainly in discussions related to beliefs and even ethics and jurisprudence such 
as monotheism, prophet hood, imamate, resurrection, hajj, invocation, soul and 
spirit, creation etc. One hardly comes across a discussion related to belief 
wherein this matter has not been discussed in some way or the other. In this 
connection, we have set forth fourteen verses and about two hundred traditions 
in another book titled: “Fundamentals of knowing God in Greek philosophy and
divine religions” and have discussed at length a few of them. Here, suffice it is
to mention the following three quotations:
1. The late Agha Buzurg Tehrani narrates that the grand jurisprudent and 
historian Allama Amini the author of Al-Ghadir has written a 150 page treatise

1. Kafi 2/13 
2. Al-Mahasin 1/376; tradition 826 
3. Ibid; page 438, tradition 1015. 
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on the exegesis of the verse of covenant and therein, has set forth 19 verses and 
130 hadith proving the existence of the world of pre-existence (ّالذر  .(عالم
Interestingly, after reviewing the chain of transmitters of these traditions, he 
declares forty of such traditions to be terminologically sound, i.e., traditions 
whose transmitters are all just and belong to the Imamiah sect.

1

2. The renowned philosopher Sadr al-Mut’allehin Shirazi who interprets the 
world of spirits (الاحاور on the basis of his (عالم special type of philosophical 
thinking has reckoned the existence of the world of spirits to be among the 
necessities of the Shiite faith. Moreover, he states there are countless traditions 
in this regard. His exact words are as follows:
مْنِ اِلابْب هذاَ في اُلرِّاويات و التَّناسخُ. زلِمو غِیَرْ مْنِ اِلبْدَنَ علَىَ ةقباسٌ آٌیَةنونْ اِلآدميَّة لفَّنلِسْ مْنِ آْانتَ آأَاھَّنَ

اِلأجَاسْد قبَلْ اِلأْحاوْرَ آیَنْنوُةَ َّحتىّنَأ آثَرْ؛ًةَ تحُىصْ لا أصحابانِ طِقیرَ

علَھیَمِ. اِالله ا الإْمامِةَّیرُِضِوْن مِذَهْبَ ضِرَروياّت

“Man’s soul preceded his physical body and to believe this one need not believe 
in transmigration. In this regard, traditions from the Shia sources are countless. 
Similarly, precedence of souls over bodies is amongst the necessary beliefs of 
the Shiite creed; may Allah be satisfied with them”.

2

3. Martyr Beheshti, after setting forth the topic about innate disposition, 
interprets the verse of covenant and draws the following conclusion:
“These verses refer to the conversation between God and the human-beings 
wherein the human-beings have testified and confessed to the divinity of God; 
and that He is the regulator of the affairs. This testification prevents man from 
pleading any excuse before God on the day of resurrection (excuse of being 
heedless or being influenced by their fathers).”
Thereafter, he discusses about the place of covenant and after reviewing the 
views of Hassan Basri and the Muttazilites who deny the world of pre-
existence, he accepts the world of pre-existence and says: ‘Concerning this 
verse, it can be said that it refers to one stage of man’s existence where man has 

confessed to God’s divinity........”
3

1. Al-Zariyyah 4/323 
2. Al-Arshiyyah; page 23, Chapter 2, section 8. 
3. Sayed Mohammad Husaini Behesti; “God from the viewpoint of Quran”; page 47-53. 
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Chapter Two:

THE OUTCOME OF INTRODUCTION ("تعريف)

(The characteristics of Fitrat)

In this chapter, we shall talk about the original characteristics of Fitrat (innate 
disposition):

1. Fitrat (innate disposition) is a way of gnosis and recognition of God and 
not belief or inclination or potential
As mentioned in the discussion on the verse of covenant, the outcome of 
introduction (التعريف) is the lofty gnosis and recognition of God. Hereunder, we 
shall set forth a few more verses and hadiths concerning this matter:
وَ اُلقمِّیَ اُلدِّين ذَلكِ اِالله لخِلَقْ تبَدْلیِ لا علَیَاھْ اَلناّس فطَرَ الَّتي اِالله فطِرْةَ حینَافً لیِّدلِنْ وجَھْكَ فْأَقَمِ

يعَلْمَوُن. لا اِلناّس آَأثْرَ َّلكنِ

“Then set your face upright for religion in the right state-the nature made by 
Allah in which He has made men; there is no altering of Allah’s creation; that is 
the right religion, but most people do not know”.

1

The holy verse calls man towards Din-e-hanif (religion in the right state)
2

and 
propounds this to be the Fitrat (innate disposition) ade by God in which He has 
made men. Thereafter, it emphasizes that this Fitrat is unalterable and and it is 
the right and steadfast religion.
In the traditions which have come under verse 31 of Sura Hajj: غیَرْ للِھّ حنُافَء
بھِ مَشُرْآِين the Imams have interpreted as Fitrat:
بھِ" مَشُرْآِين غیَرْ للِھّ حنُفَاَء َّجلَ: " وَ َّعزَ اِالله قِوَلْ عْنَ جٍفعَرَ (ع) أابَ سُأَلَتْ قال: ةَرارُز عْنَ

الفْطِرْةَ. هَىِ اقَل: الحْنَفیِةَّیِ؟ ماَ قلُتْ: وَ

(Ma’ani al-Akhbar; page 350, tradition 1)
معَرْفِتَھِ. عىلَ الخْلَقْ اُالله فطَرَ علَیَاھْ. اَلناّس فطَرَ الَّتي اُلفْطِرْةَ هَىِ اقَل: الحْنَفیَِّیِة؟ُ ماَ

(Al-Mahasin 1/375; tradition 824)

1. Rum (30)/30 
2. The term “hanif” in the verse, literally describes ‘din’ (religion) or the addressee in the holy verse. Lexically, 
it should be said: “Hanif” which is derived from “Hanaf (حنيف)  means inclination and tendency towards (حنف)
some side. And someone whose leg is crooked and walks in a special manner is called as “Ahnaf”  .(أحنف)
“Hanif” (حنيف) has also been interpreted to mean the straight path and someone who has a tendency towards the
religion in the right state or has a dislike towards the crooked religion. A muslim is called a “Hanif” because he 
is inclined to the straight religion. In this regard, refer to Mu’jam Muqaiyes al-Lugha 2/110; Al-Sihah 4/1347; 
Mesbah al-Munir; page 154 and A’sas al-Balagha; page 97. 
In the traditions, “Hanafiyah” has been intrepreted as Fitrat (الحنيفيھّ) (innate disposition), Ma’refat (gnosis) and 
Islam (submission). Under the verse of Fitrat, one tradition declares religion to mean Salat (prayers) and hanif 
to mean “inattention to the left and right”. According to other traditions, religion means qibla (direction of 
prayer) and hanif means sincerity in worship and aloofness from polytheism. Refer to Al-Burhan 3/262. 
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In the second tradition as well as few other traditions
1
  hanif has been ("حنيف)

interpreted as Fitrat and Fitrat has been described as the gnosis of God. In the 
books on hadith, numerous traditions have come down below the verse on 
Fitrat. Shaikh Hurr Aameli the author of Wasael al-Shia has convened in his
other book “Esbah al-huda” a chapter title:   ِمٌوَهْبَةَّی ضٌرَروُةَّیِ اَلجإْلامْةَّیِ المْعَرْفِةَ إ  َّن
آسَبْةَّیِ لا فٌطِرْةَّیِ and narrated fifty-six traditions in this chapter. Thereafter, he adds: 
Considering that these traditions hold wide scale transmission we shall set forth 
only a few of them.

2

اِالله آباتِھِ: "فطِرْةَ في َّجلَ وَ َّعزَ اِالله قُوَلْ اُالله أصَلْحَكَ جٍعَفْرَ (ع): لأِيبَ قلُتْ اقَل: ةَرارُز عْنَ قلُتْ: رْھُّبَمُ. أُنَّه معَرْفِتَھِ علَىَ

المْاثیِق عَنِدْ التَّوحْیِدْ علَىَ فْطَرَهَمُ اقَل: علَاھیَ"؟ اَلناّس فطَرَ الَّتي

زارقِھُمُ. مْنَ لا وَ رْھُّبَمُ مْنَ يعَلْمَوُا لْمَ ذلكَِ، لا لْوَ اقَل: ثَّمُ أَرُسْھَ فطَاْطَأَ اقَل: خاطبَهوُ؟ وَ

(Tauhid-Saduq; page 330, tradition 8 and refer to Al-Mahasin 1/375; tradition 
824 & 825)
About the verse of Fitrat, Imam Baqir (A.S.) said: At the time when Allah took 
the covenant from man concerning His Divinity, He made man based on 
monotheism. Narrator asked Imam (A.S.): Did Allah address men? Imam (A.S.) 
lowered his blessed head and then said: If it was not for this address, the 
human-beings would not have recognized their Lord and Sustainer.
From the above hadith, it becomes obvious that the word “Fitrat” implies this 
very monotheistic Fitrat which was acquired at the time of covenant. Moreover, 
this covenant took place in the form of conversation and if it was not for this 
gnosis (Ma’refat), nobody would have succeeded in recognizing his Lord and 
Sustainer.
About the verse of Fitrat, Imam Sadiq (A.S.) said:

التَّوحْدیِ. علَىَ جًاعیمَ فْطَرَهَمُ

“Allah has made the human-beings based on monotheism”.
3

As can be seen from the above traditions, in some instances Fitrat has been 
interpreted as the gnosis of God while in other cases as monotheism. About this, 
it must be said that gnosis of God and monotheism are one and the same and 
God has uniquely introduced (defined) Himself to the people.
In the preceding tradition of Zarareh too, it has come down that:

رھُّبَمُ. أھَّنَ معَرْفِتَھِ علَىَ المْاثیِق عَنِدْ اِلتَّودیحْ علَىَ فطَرَهَمُ

“At the time when Allah took covenant from the people concerning His gnosis, 
He made them on the basis of monotheism.”
This matter is one of the differences between innate gnosis and philosophical 
recognition because; most of the logical reasonings about God’s existence only

1. Kafi 2/12; tradition 4. 
2. Esbah al-huda 1/43-53 
3. Kafi 2/12, tradition 3. Also, refer to Kafi 2/13, tradition 5; Tauhid-Saduq, page 329; tradition 5 & 6 and Al-
Mahasin 1/375, tradition 823. 

Naba Cultural Organization NabaCultural.Org



Innate Gnosis of God Reza Berenjkar

prove the existence of God whereas for proving monotheism, other proofs and 
reasonings are necessary.
It is worthy to mention that in the Sunni traditions too, Fitrat has been 
interpreted as “gnosis of God”, “Din (religion) of God” and “Islam”.

1

The verses of Quran too explicitly mention that there exists no doubt and 
uncertainty about God’s existence and if the people were asked who is the 
Creator of the heavens and the earth, they shall reply: God

الأْضْرَ. وَ او اِلسَّمات فاطرِ ٌّشكَ اِالله أفَىِ رسُلُھُمُ لاقْتَ

“Their Apostles said: Is there doubt about Allah, the Maker of the heavens and 
the earth?”

2

االله. لیَقَلوَُّنُ اَلأْضْرِ وَ او اِلسَّمات خلَقَ مْنَ سأَلَتْھَمُ لْئَنِ وَ

"And if you should ask them who created them, they would certainly say: 
Allah”.

3

The honourable Prophet (S.A.W.A.) said:
لْئَنِ وَ قلوُھُ: " فِلذَكَ خالقِھُ َّجلَ وَ َّعزَ اَالله َّبأِنَ المْعَرْفِةَ علَىَ يعَنْىِ الفْطِرْةَ علَىَ يلوُدَ مٍوَلْوُد آُّلُ االله" لیَقَلوَُّنُ اِلأْضْرَ وَ

او اِلسَّمات خلَقَ مْنَ سألَتْھَمُ

“Every born child is born on the basis of his Fitrat and by Fitrat is meant his 
gnosis that Allah is his Creator. And the verse: “ If you should ask them who 
created them, they would certainly say: Allah” gives hint of this very matter.
As can be observed, the verses and traditions reveal that, that Fitrat which is the 
fundamental of all divine religions is the gnosis and monotheism of God and 
this gnosis is the outcome of God’s introduction (التعريف ).
Thus, Fitrat is not belief in God. This is because considering that the present 
world is a stop for trial and examination and considering that man on the one 
hand possesses carnal desires and on the other hand possesses will -power and 
authority, we cannot say that all the human-beings necessarily believe in
God. This is in spite that man bears a lofty Ma’refat (gnosis) from God where
the reminding and propagation of the evangelists may alert him or even 
encourage him to have faith.
Therefore, there no more remains for this question that why some people in this 
world deny the existence of God. This is because Fitrat is Ma’refat (gnosis) and 
the authority of confession and denial has been entrusted to man where reward 
and punishment springs from this very authority. Aside from the fact that this 
very Fitrat remains concealed by means of other factors, the reality is hidden 
before man. This point will be elaborated in the topic concerning “Submission 
and faith”.
Another point which we can conclude from the above discussion is this that 
Fitrat is not “inclination” to God. In spite of this, inasmuch as man perceives
the Merciful, Compassionate, Munificent, Gracious and Graceful God with his

1. Al-Durrul Manthur 6/492-494. 
2. Ibrahim (14) / 10 
3. Zukhraf (43) / 87. Also refer to Luqman (31) / 25; Zumar (39) / 38; Ankabut (39) / 63. 
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divine Fitrat, he becomes inclined towards God and loves Him. Thus, 
inclination (to God) comes after Fitrat.As such, the one who witnesses his God 
in the light of Fitrat, submits himself before Him only and none others. 
Basically, true love can be found in the true lover and everything other than 
Him is carnal desire and egotism although they may be expressed in beautiful 
words. The one who reckons figurative expression to be the castle of truth is far 
from truth:

لكَ....... لیَسْ ما اِلظُّهور مَنِ لغِریَكِ أیَكَوُن

Verily, the one who possesses carnal desires, arrogance, vanity, obstinacy and 
darkness does not have any inclination towards God. Thus, this question of why 
some human-beings have no tendency towards God is irrelevant. This matter 
will be elaborated in the stage of “submission”.
Another conclusion which we can derive from the above discussion is this that 
Fitrat is not “potentiality for knowing God”. Basically, the power or potentiality
for knowing God will be given to man only when he is unaware of his Lord 
where in this case, he will be given this power so as to make him recognize his 
God. Therefore, considering that the Ma’refat (gnosis) of God is present in man 
(although in simple and concealed form) at its highest level, the question of 
potentiality does not arise at all since the outcome of this potentiality would be 
the achievement of something which is already acquired.
However, if it means that man possesses the ability to remember the original 
innate gnosis through the reminding of the reminders and divine grace or is 
capable of preparing the ground through spiritual endeavors and sincere worship 
for knowing God or is able to argue and dispute by means of extrovertive and 
psychical signs in proving God, this matter is correct and indeed man possesses 
such powers. However, these have no relation with Fitrat which is the 
fundamental of religion and should not be utilized for explaining and justifying
Fitrat.

2. Innate Ma’refat (gnosis) is God’s creation and not man’s action:
In numerous verses of the Quran, God Exalted be He, has introduced guidance 
as one of His exclusive acts where nobody has any share in it.
These verses declare that the real guidance is from God only:

للَھْدُى. علَیَانْ إ َّن

“Surely Ours is it to show the way”.
1

ياشَء. مْنَ يھَدْي اَالله َّلكنِ وَ أحَْـببَتْ مْنَ تھَدْي لا إَنَّك

“Surely you cannot guide whom you love, but Allah guides whom He pleases”.
2

ياشَء. مْنَ يھَدْيِ اَالله َّلكنِ وَ هْدھُامُ علَیَكْ لیَسْ

“To make them walk in the right way is not incumbent on you, but Allah guides 

aright whom He pleases”.
1

1. Lail (92) / 12
2. Qasas (28) / 56
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الھْدُىَ. هَوُ اِالله هدُىَ إ  َّن

“Surely the guidance of Allah, that is the (true) guidance”.
2

االله. هدُىَ الھْدُىَ إ َّن
“Surely the (true) guidance is the guidance of Allah”.

3

In the old and new testaments too, such meanings concerning the gnosis of God 
can be found. As a specimen, we narrate here a short expression:
“God has introduced (defined) His Self”.

4

In numerous invocations and traditions too, the gnosis of God has explicitly 
been introduced as God’s deed and act where none have any role in it.
In these traditions it has come down that God, Exalted be He, has not kept at 
man’s disposal any means for acquiring the Ma’refat (gnosis) and man in no 
way is responsible for acquiring the gnosis of God. Rather, God has made it 
incumbent upon Himself to introduce (define) Himself and it is for man to 
submit before Him and obey His commands. On the Day of Judgment too, God 
shall argue with the people on the basis of this very gifted Ma’refat (gnosis).
These matters have come down in the traditions which we narrate as follows:
صٌنُعْ. فاھیِ للِعْابِد لیَسْ االله. صِنُعْ مْنِ اقَل: هىِ؟َ مْنَ صِنُعْ مْنِ اُلَمْعَرْفِةَ االله (ع): عِبَدْ لأِبَىِ قلُتْ

Narrator says: I asked Imam Sadiq (A.S.): Ma’refat (gnosis) is whose creation? 
Imam (A.S.) said: It is among the things made by Allah and people have no 
share in it.

5

Imam Sadiq (A.S.) said:
نَأْ عْفَّرَھَمُ اذإ اِلخْلَقْ علَىَ للِھّ وَ يعُفِّرَھَمُ. نَأْ اِالله علَىَ للِخْلَقْ وَ يعَرْفِوُا. نَأْ خلَقْھِ علَىَ اللهِ لیَسْ

يقَبْلَوُا.

"It is not the right of Allah on His creatures that they should Know Him. Rather, 
it is the right of His creatures on Allah to make known Himself. But once Allah 
makes known Himself to His creatures then it is His right over His creatures that 
they should accept Him”.

6

لا. اقَل: صنُعْ؟ٌ المْعَرْفِةَ فىِ لنلِاّس الرِّضا (ع): اِلحْسَنَ لأِىبَ قلُتْ

Imam Ridha (A.S.) was asked: ‘Do people have any role in the gnosis of God?’ 
Imam (A.S.) replied: ‘No’.

7

Imam Sadiq (A.S.) said:
سَبًلایِ. إلیَاھْ لْھَمُ يجَعْلَ لْمَ وَ المْعَرْفِةَ اَلعْابِد اُالله یِكُفِّلَ لْمَ

“Allah has not made the human-beings responsible vis-a-vis His gnosis and has 
also not kept at their disposal any means for acquiring His gnosis”.

8

نفَسْھَ. عفَّرَينَ بامِ اقَل ركَّبَ؟ عرَفَتْ بَمِ المْؤُمْنینِ (ع): أُمَریِ سَئُلِ

1. Baqarah (2) / 272 
2. Anam (6) / 71 and Baqarah (2) / 120 
3. Al-Imran (3) / 73. 
4. Old Testament; Psalms, chapter 9 / page 16 
5. Kafi 1/163 
6. Kafi 1/164 
7. Bihar al-Anwar 5/221 
1. Al-Mahasin 1/315; tradition 624.
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Amir-ul -Muminin (A.S.) was asked: How did you recognize your Lord? He 
replied: By that through which He made Himself recognized by me.

1

نفَسْھِ. مْنِ عْفَّرَكَمُ قْدَ بامِ علَیَكْمُ َّاحتْجَ قِدَ أُھَّنَ إّلاِ عٌجَبیِ آھَّلُ اِالله أمَرْ َّنِإ

Narrator says: I heard Imam Sadiq (A.S.) saying: “Every affair of Allah is 
strange except that he has finalized the argument upon you through His 
introduction”

2

فاقَل: اقَل: المْعَرْفِةَ؟ باھِ يلانَوُن ةادَأٌ اِلناّس فىِ جَعُلِ هْلَ اُالله أصَلْحَكَ االله (ع): عِبَدْ لأِىبَ قلُتْ
اُلبْایَن. اِالله علَىَ لا. اقَل: المْعَرْفِةَ؟ آفِّلُوُا فْھَلَ قلُتْ: لا.

Narrator says: I inquired from Imam Sadiq (A.S.): Is there any means with the 
people by which they can acquire the Ma’refat (gnosis)? The Imam (A.S.) 
replied: ‘No’. I inquired further: Have they been made responsible for acquiring 
this gnosis? Imam (A.S.) replied: ‘No, not so. Rather, it is for Allah to apprise 
first.

3

Amir-ul-Muminin (A.S.) said:
الإْسحِاْن. وَ اَوِلعْدَلْ بِلاِمْعَرْفوُ بلأاِرمَ اِلأْمَرْ وُألىِ وَ بلاسِّرلاِةَ اَلرَّسوُل وَ باللهاِ اَالله اعرفِوُا

“Recognize Allah through Allah Himself and the Messenger of Allah through 
his messenger ship (i.e., through the message delivered by him), and recognize 
those who have been vested with divine authority through their righteous 

commands, their justice and their good deeds”.
4

بذِاتھِ. اذتھِ علَىَ َّلَد مْنَ يا

“O the One who manifests Himself by means of Himself”.
5

3. Innate Ma’refat (gnosis) is an explicit and clear gnosis; not an ambiguous 
recognition
As mentioned in the first chapter, God, Exalted be He, gifted His real 
recognition to all the human-beings in the world of pre-existence where He took 
confession from them regarding His Divinity. While introducing Himself, God, 
Exalted be He, did so in a very holy and lustrous sphere.

(Kafi 2/13)   نفسه .........ھارأم
And all the human -beings witnessed Him by the divine eyes such that there 
remained no doubt and uncertainty whatsoever. The intensity and lucidity of this 
gnosis was of such magnitude that it is recalled in the traditions by such names as 

“observation”
6

”and “vision (المعاينه)
7

Verily, this observation .(الرؤّيه)

2. Kafi 1/86. Also refer to page 162; tradition 1 and page 164; tradition 4. 
3. 2. Same reference. 
4. Same reference; page 163 
5. Kafi 1/85. 
6. Dua-e-Saba; Mafatih al-Jinan. 
1. Al-Mahasin 1/376 
2. Tauhid-Saduq; page 117 
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does not mean looking by the physical eyes nor does it mean the incarnation of 
God.
In this world too, God causes the human-beings to remember this innate gnosis 
via various channels. However, the degree of remembrance varies from person 
to person and usually; the Ma’refat (gnosis) is not manifested in its exact 
original form. Rather, it is partly manifested where in this case too, it is the Act 
of God. At the time of remembrance and manifestation, it is the All-Generous 
God who converts this innate gnosis from its “simple” (البساطه) level to the 
“compound gnosis” (اّلترآيبيه .(المعرفه
It is worthy of mention that although man and man’s authority have no role in 
the original compound gnosis and that the manifestation of innate gnosis is 
God’s Act, nevertheless man’s authority has some sort of an effect in this 
matter. This is because if man, after remembrance, (which is the moment of 
finalization of argument) submits himself before God and turns devout, God too 
shall gift him with a much higher divine gnosis so much so that He may even 
for a few moments, manifest in his heart the exact observation and vision of the 
preceding worlds. This indeed is the loftiest level of divine and pure gnosis. 
Thus, man's will and authority is not effective over the original gnosis and its 
remembrance. Rather, God bestows man with different levels of Ma'refat 
(gnosis) depending upon his authority and selection of path.
This matter reveals the role which will-power, worship and ethics can play in 
gnosis. Thus if االله" "معرفة (gnosis of God) is attributed to man and is placed in 
the domain of man’s voluntary actions, it is because of this very reason. This 
matter will be pursued in the topic on “Submission”.

4. Before getting reminded, innate Ma’refat (gnosis) is ‘simple’ (البسيط) and 
not ‘compound’ (آ�� ��� ا )
By "البسيط" is meant that man is unaware and neglectful of the innate gnosis. 

When we say that the innate gnosis has turned "ّالمرآب" (compound) it means

that man has become heedful of the innate gnosis.
As a result of man’s involvement in the day to day affairs, man oftenly tends to 
neglect God and this is divine wisdom. Basically, the world is a place of deceit 
where people tend to become heedless of God and if it was not so, the world 
could not have become the means of trial and examination and the worship of 
God could not have held such significance which could drive people in earning 
the position of “Khalifa‘tullah” (representative of God) and gaining proximity 
to God. In spite of this, consequent to the reminding of the Prophets and divine 
evangelists, the human-beings become aware of the divine Ma’refat (gnosis) 
and the argument is finalized for them. Thereafter, they either submit 
themselves before God and choose the path of devotion or follow their carnal 
desires and select the path of disobedience.
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5. The focal point of innate gnosis is the heart, not mind
As mentioned before, the innate gnosis is God’s creation and man’s intellect 
and conception have no role in this gnosis. In other words, God, without any 
intermediary (man’s conception and mental activity) has introduced Himself to 
man’s mind and soul and this matter is remembered in the traditions as “gnosis 
and heart-related vision”. A few traditions in this regard were stated in chapter 
one and hence we shall avoid repeating them here. Instead, we set forth below 
some other traditions with respect to this matter:
لْمَ رًبَاّ أعَبْدُ آنُتْ ما ویَلْكََ، فاقَل: اقَل: عبَدَتْھَ؟ حَنیِ ركَّبَ أَریَتْ هْلَ اَلمْؤُمْنِنیِ أمَریِ يا ...فاقَل:

القْلُوُب أَرُتَھْ كلْنِ وَ اِلأْبَاصْر مِاشُهدَةَ فى العیُوُن تدُآِرْھُ لا ویَلْكَ اقَل: أَریَتْھَ؟ آیَفْ وَ اقَل: رَأهَ،

لامیإْن. ا بحِقئاقَ
Amir- ul-Muminin (A.S.) was asked: Do you see your Lord while worshipping 
Him? The Imam said: ‘Woe unto you, I am not the one to worship a Lord whom 
I do not see’. He was asked: ‘How do you see Him?’ Amir- ul- Muminin (A.S.) 
said: ‘Woe unto you, eyes perceives Him not with the faculty of sight, but 
hearts see Him through the realities of faith’.

1

العْیُوُن تُرَهَ لْمَ بْلَ اقَل: أَریَتْھَ؟ اقَل: تىلاعَ. اَالله اقَل تعَبْدُ؟ شٍيَءْ َّىَأ جعَفْرَ، أابَ يا لُھَ: فاقَل
الإْامیِن... بئاقحِقِ القْلُوُب أرُتَھْ كلْنِ وَ الأْبَصْاِر بمِاشُهدَةَ

Imam Baqir (A.S.) was asked: Whom do you worship? He replied: Allah, 
Exalted be He. They asked: Have you ever seen Him? Imam (A.S.) replied: ‘No 
eyes see Him with the faculty of sight but the hearts see Him through the 
realities of faith’.

2

القمایِةَ؟ِ يوَمْ اَلمؤُمْنِوُن یُرَاه هْلَ َّجلَ وَ َّعزَ اِالله عِنَ أخَبْرِينْ لُھَ: قلُتْ اقَل: اِالله (ع) عِبَدْ أيبَ عْنَ قالوُا بْرِِّبَـكمُ لْھَمُ: "أُلَسَتْ

اقَل حَنیِ اقَل: مىتَ؟ فقَتلُ: القْمایِةَ. یِوَمْ قَـبلْ أَرُوَهْ قدَ وَ نْعَمَ اقَل: في ترَاه ألَسَتْ القْمایِةَ. یِوَم قبَلْ الدُّنيا فى لُیَرَوَنھَ

اَلمْؤُمْنِنیِ إ َّن وَ اقَل: ثَّمُ عاسًةَ سكَتَ ثَّمُ بىلَ".

بلاِعْیَنْ....... آِرلاَؤّیْةَ بلاِقْلَبْ اُلرُّؤیْةَ لِیَسْتَ هذ؟ا!....وَ وقَتْكِ

Imam Sadiq (A.S.) was asked: Will the believers see God on the Day of 
Judgment? Imam said: Yes, they have seen Him even before the approach of the 
Day of Judgment. He was asked: When? Imam replied: When they were 
addressed ‘Am I not your Lord? They replied yes’. Thereafter, Imam kept 
silence for a few moments and then said: Verily, the believers see Allah in this 
world i.e., before the Day of Judgment. Aren’t you seeing Allah at this very 
moment..............seeing by heart is not the same as seeing by the faculty of 

sight.
3

6. Innate gnosis is the only true gnosis and the basis of divine faith

1. Kafi 1/98, tradition 6; Nahjul-Balagha: Sermon 179, page 258 
2. Kafi 1/97, tradition 5; Tauhid-Saduq, page 108 
1. Tauhid-Saduq; page 117
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In the traditions mentioned below the verse of covenant and Fitrat, the point 
worthy of notice is this that if there had been no such innate gnosis, nobody 
would have recognized his Lord, Creator and Sustainer.

زارقِھُ) مْنَ لا وَ خالقِھُ مْنَ أٌحَدَ یِدَرْ لمَ ذَلكِ لا لْوَ رھَّبَ. أٌحَدَ يعَرْفِ لْمَ ذَلكِ لا (لْوَ

From such interpretations it becomes obvious that Fitrat is the basis and 
foundation of divine theology and without it the real gnosis of God would 
become something impossible.
Basically, the real gnosis of a thing is the recognition of the essence of that 
thing and the mental recognitions cannot, in the mould of general imaginations, 
be construed as real gnosis

1

In some traditions too, the heart-related gnosis has been reckoned to be the basis 
of faith:

بلاِأْآْرَان. عٌمَلَ وَ باسِّللاِن إٌقررا وَ بلاِقْلَبْ مٌعَرْفِةَ اُلَامیإْن

“Belief means recognition with the heart, acknowledgment with the tongue and 
action with the limbs”.

2

الإيمان. فعرَھُ أٌلصَ اُملَرعَفِةَ

Gnosis is a root and faith is its branch. 
(Bihar al-Anwar 3/14)

مًرعَفِةَ. أضفَلَكُمُ أضفَلَكُمُ

I bless you, I bless you with gnosis. 
(Bihar al-Anwar 3/14)

Chapter Three:

2. Abu Halal Askari says: The difference between Ma’refat (gnosis) and Ilm (knowledge) is this that Ma’refat
in its strict sense is (derived) from Ilm and it means knowledge about the essence of a thing in such manner that 
it is distinct from other things. (Al Furuq al-Laghviyah/62). According to this explanation, Ilm comprises 
general recognition as well as personal recognition. But, Ma’refat applies to personal (specific) recognition 
only. 
Faiyumi reckons Ma’refat to be sensory recognition perhaps in the sense that sensory recognition is personal 
recognition and not general recognition where the essence of a thing is percieved and not its general conception 
(Al Mesbah al-Munir). 
Fars-ibn-Zakariyyah says: "عرف" (A’rafa) in reality has had two meanings: The first, “Two things coming in 
succession” and the second “quiescene, calm and soberness”. Words such as "المعرفه" (Ma’refat) and "العرفان" 
(Irfan) are devived from "عرف" (A’rafa) used in the second sense (Mu’jam Maqayes al-Lugha). Thus, in the 
reliable Arab lexicon, "المعرفه" (Ma’refat) and "عرفان" (Irfan) has never been interpreted as every kind of 
knowledge and recognition. Rather, it has been applied in cases of specific recognition accompanied by spiritual 
quiescene. Perhaps it is for this reason that the word "ْعرِف" and "ْعرَف" are used to mean ‘patience’ and 
‘fragrant’ respectively (Asas al-Balagha/Zamakhshari and Sihah-Jauhari). 
It is obvious that spiritual quiescene in connection with a thing is achieved (atleast at higher levels) when 
knowledge is acquired about the essence of that particular thing; and general conception about a thing does not 
bring the real quiescene in man. 
3. Nahjul-Balagha: Sermon 227l; page 508 
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THE DOCTRINE OF "التوصيف" (Description) AND "التعبير" (Explication)

WITH RESPECT TO THE DIVINE NAMES AND ATTRIBUTES

Before entering the main discussion, it should be reminded that in the divine 
writings, mental description of God has been forbidden. Moreover, description 
of the divine Essence and conception of the divine attributes too has been 
negated and any kind of mental visage of God has been forbidden.

1

يصوُفَ . نَأْ مْنِ ْـآَأُبرَ أُاللهَ

“Allah is greater than what can be described (about Him)”.
2

صفِتَھِ. علَىَ اُلعابِد یُقَدْرِ لا

“The human-beings are incapable of describing Allah”.
3

الصِّفات. عِنَ تىلاعَ وَ سُـبناحْھَ

“Allah is sublime and free from (all) descriptions”.
4

صفِتَھَ. ھْذَأاناھُ وَ اُلأْلَابْب لا و خطَرَاتاھُ وَ اُلفْكِرَ لا وَ ھْوَأاماھُ وَ العْقُوُل تدُكِرْ فلا

“Intellect and its conceptions; reflection and all that passes through one’s mind; 
wisdom and its reasonings cannot perceive the attributes of Allah”.

5

ضِتَّلَ تمُلِّثَھَ...قْدَ نَأْ اِلأْھْذَان تصَوْیِرْهُ...مٌمُتْنَعِ...عِنَ اِلنَّظرَ ساباحِت غوَائصِ مٌحَُّرَم...عىلَ

آارْدإھِ. تِیَاّر أِمَوْجا   في العْقُوُل

“Depiction of Allah is forbidden for the “Ghavvas” (divers) i.e., (those who 
deeply reflect and deliberate over the notion of God).........it is impossible to 
fancy Him in the minds........the intellects, in pursuit of perceiving Him have 
erred”.

6

In this connection, numerous traditions have come down in the books of hadith 
which for example, we request our respected readers to refer to “Tauhid-
Saduq”.
In justification of the above matter, attention should be focused on the following 
two rudiments:
a) The Creator and the creature bear no resemblance to each other and from the 
view-point of essence and attribute, they are distinct and discordant. If the 
Creator possesses the characteristics of a creature, he too would be called a 
creature and not a Creator:

شيَءْ. آمَثِلْھِ لیَسْ

“Nothing resembles Him”.
7

آمَثِلْھِ. شيَءْ فلاَ اِلخْلَقْ مَنِ ابَن

1. Regarding the traditions which shall soon follow, one should bear in mind that the word "صفة" is actually an 
infinitive and literally it means “to describe” even though in several instances, it is used as an infinitive. Refer to 
Lisan al-Arab, Al-Mesbah al-Munir and Asas al-Balagha. 
2. Ma’ni al-Akhbar: page 11, tradition 1&2. 
3. Tauhid-Saduq; page 115 
4. Tauhid-Saduq; page 79 
5. Tauhid-Saduq; page 45 
6. Uyoon Akhbar al-Ridha (A.S.) 1/121 
1. Shura (42)/11
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“Allah is distinct from the creatures; so nothing resembles Him”.
1

الصِّفات. فىِ أحَدْثَ ما لجِعیمَ مٌنیابُ
“Allah is distinct from all the non-eternal beings in attributes”.

2

مُنِھْ. خٌلِوْ خْلَقھُ وَ خلَقْھِ مْنِ خٌلِوْ تىلاعَ وَ تابَكَر االله إ َّن

“Verily, Allah is free from all (that particular attributes) of His creature and His 
creatures are devoid (of His special attributes)”.

3

صانعِھِ. مْنِ یُمَتْنَعِ فھیِ يمُكْنِ ما آُّلُ وَ خالقِھِ فىِ يجوُدَ لا اِلخْلَقْ فىِ ما فكَُّلُ

“Whatever is found in the creature cannot be found in the Creator. And 
whatever possibly can be found in the creature cannot be found so in the 
Creator”.

4

b) Man’s recognition and the scope of his understanding are confined with 
respect to those beings which have some sort of a resemblance with him. Two 
beings, completely distinct from each other, cannot have real gnosis and 
personal recognition of one another except if one is the Creator of the other 
where in such a case the Creator has knowledge and acquaintance of His 
creature or else He cannot be called a Creator. But, a creature perceives his 
Creator only through the signs of his Creator which he sees in himself and other 
creatures without having the real gnosis about Him.
We conclude from the above two rudiments that it’s impossible for a creature to 
acquire true gnosis of his Creator by means of conceptual tools.

5
Thus, it’s also 

impossible for the creature to draw a mental depiction of the Creator.
Another reason that can be set forth regarding the impossibility of depiction is 
this that any depiction which does not absolve God from two constrictions: 
ta’til (i.e., to negate the attribute of ‘existent’ or any of His positive attributes) 
and tashbih or anthropomorphism (the similarity between Him and His 
creatures in His ‘existent’ or any of His other positive attributes) will amount to 
some sort of resemblance between the Creator and creature. This is because
man’s confirmative conceptions falls within the limits of a creature. On the 
other hand, if the Creator is like a creature, he can no longer be called the 
Creator because the Creator is distinct from the creature in essence and 
attributes. For this very reason, the verses and traditions come down with 
respect to God’s attributes have negated any kind of resemblance with the 
creatures even in case of referring to God as a ‘thing’.
التَّعطْلیِ ِّحدَ اِلحْیَّدَنْ: مَنِ يخُرْجِھُ نْعَمَ قال: شيِ؟ٌءْ اَالله إ َّن ياقُل: نَأْ أیَجَوُز (ع): جعَفْرَ أبَوُ سَئُلِ

التَّشبْھیِ. ِّحدَ وَ

2. Tauhid-Saduq; page 32 
3. Tauhid-Saduq; page 69 
4. Tauhid-Saduq; page 105 & 106 
5. Tauhid-Saduq: page 40; Also refer to pages 36, 37, 41, 42, 58, 73 & 248. 
6. For this reason, the Infallible have, in their supplications, repeatedly pleaded with God for introducing 
(describing) Himself to them: 

نسفَكَ تعُفِّرَنَىِ أ .....ن ....فأَأسَلَكُ مرعَفَتَكِ آَھنُ يفرعَكُ منَ مأسَلَةَ أئسَلَكُ
(Bihar al-Anwar 94/96)
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Imam (A.S.) was asked: ‘Is it proper to refer to Allah as a thing?’ Imam replied: 
‘Yes, in the sense that this will absolve Him from two constrictions: ta’til and 
tashbih.’

1

Notwithstanding the above reasonings, the following two cases are applicable to 
man:
1. Confession and belief in God’s existence as a result of one’s attention to 
other creatures which is a rational and general recognition (as explained in the 
preceding discussions). In this type of recognition, the intellect does not
establish a direct gnostical link with the entity of God. Rather, it acquires, 
through the creatures (which are the signs of the Creator), a general recognition 
confined to absolving God from ta’til and tashbih i.e., proving (God) without 
tashbih. In the final analysis, this type of recognition amounts to absolving 
(God) from ta’til (negation) and tashbih (anthropomorphism) and this cannot be 
called depiction. This is because in depiction, the Holy Essence is depicted 
through rational conceptions and considering that God does not possesses an 
attribute above His essence, any depiction of attribute will amount to depiction 
of essence. Conversely, in this type of recognition, merely a confession is made 
of the existence of a Creator and nothing is set forth about His essence. 
2. Introduction (recognition) of God through Himself or innate gnosis.
Although, this introduction (recognition) is a personal gnosis (َنفَسْھ  yet it (عفِّرَھَمُ
is God’s creation and not man’s work. 
Overlooking the above two instances, man is indeed helpless in recognizing his 
God in the true sense. In this connection, whatsoever is conceived and imagined 
will fall in the category of "التوصيف" (depiction) while God is free from all such 
depictions. 
In the doctrine of "التوصيف" (depiction), the Divine Essence is introduced 
(recognized) through intellectual conceptions and imaginations and gnosis of 
God comes later than His depiction. In other words, just as in the school of 
“rationalism”,

2
God’s existence, prior to rational reasoning, is considered to be 

unknown and negative, here too, God before depiction is considered to be 
“Ghayeb” (concealed) Thus, for recognizing Him, one has to resort to
intellectual depiction. The more the conceptions and imaginations about God 
and His attributes, the better the recognition of God and the one who depicts 
Him more will enjoy a better and higher level of divine mysticism. 
Question: What role do the Divine Names and Attributes based on innate gnosis 
play in theology and introduction (recognition) of God? 
Utilization of the Names and Attributes based on “innate theology”, refers to the 
Holy Essence of God which has been seen before in the light of innate gnosis 

1. Kafi 1/85 
2. This school applicable to Aristotle’s school has been analysed at length in author’s previous book: 
“Fundamentals of Knowing God in Greek philosophy and divinne religions.” The manner in which this school 
has been utilized in the Greek philosophical theology has also been explained. 
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and the innate gnosis justifies such utilization. In other words, the Names and 
Attributes altogether are the means of remembering God and is "التعبير"
(explication) of the holy divine essence.
In the doctrine of "التعبير" (explication), the Names and Attributes comes later 
than innate gnosis of God and the divine holy essence, prior to "التعبير"
(explication) is “Shahed” (evident), not “Ghayeb” (concealed).
In a famous sermon delivered by Imam Ridha (A.S.) in the presence of Ma’mun 
after the former’s migration to Tus, Imam (A.S.) explains the basis of 
monotheistic gnosis. This sermon is very similar to the first sermon in Nahjul-
Balagha and begins as follows:
اِلصِّفات نُفَىْ تىلاعَ اِالله تِوَدیحْ نُاظِم وَ توَحْدیِهُ، مرعَفِتَھِ أُصَلْ وَ معَرْفِتَھُُ، تىلاعَ اِالله عابِةَد وَأَُّل

عنَھْ......
" The foremost in religion is His Ma’refat (gnosis), the perfection of His 
Ma’refat is to believe in His Oneness and the perfection of believing in His 
Oneness is to avoid describing Him......................” (Uyoon Akhbar al-Ridha 
1/150-151)

Thereafter, he says:
تٌعَبْریِ. فأَسَامْؤهُ

In another tradition, the aforesaid difference concerning "التوصيف" (depiction) 

and "التعبير" (explication) has been explained:
فكَیَفْ لُھَ: ئاغٍبِ......قَلیِ عىلَ أاحَل فْقَدَ بلاِإْدْراك، لا بفِّصلاِةَ المْعَىنْ يعَبْدُ أُھَّنَ زعَمَ مْنَ .....و

قبَلْ الشَّاهدِ عِیَنْ معَرْفِةَ إَّن موَجْوُدٌ، اِلمخَرْجَ طُلَبَ وَ مٌمُكْنِ اِلبْحَثْ ابُب قاَل: التَّوحْدیِ؟ سُبَلیِ

عیَنْھِ..... قبَلْ الئاغْبِ صفِةَ معَرْفِةَ وَ صفِتَھِ

“The one, who asserts that he worships the meaning of the names with God’s 
description (mentally), has indeed invited a hidden (unknown) God. They 
asked: So what is the way of monotheism? He said: The way is open and there 
lies a solution. Verily, a visible and existing entity is recognized first and then 
his attributes (but), in the case of a hidden one, his attribute is recognized before 
his essence”.

1

االله. هَوُ باھِ ُّاَولمْعَنْىِ مٌخَلْاقوُت اُلصِّفات وَ الُأْسَامْء وَ

“(His) Names and Attributes are something created and the meaning (of these 
Names and Attributes) is the same as Allah”.

2

آاھُّلُ وَ اِلأْسَامْء بذھِهِ عِلَیَھْ مًعَنْىيدُلَُّ ....أاللهَ اُلتَّوحْدیِ ا فذكَ الاْسِمْ نوُدَ المْعَىنْ عبَدَ مْنَ ....وَ
...... للِمْشَرْبوُ اٌمسِ اُلامْء وَ للِمْأَآْوُل اٌسِمْ ألخْبُزْ هاشِم، يا غیَرْهُ.

"Whoever has worshipped the meaning (of the word Allah) apart from the 
name, he, in reality, has worshipped the One God...... ‘Allah’ is the One Reality 
to which all His names point. And all these names are other than Allah Himself.

1. Tuhful-Uqool; page 326 
2. Bihar al-Anwar 1/114; tradition 2 
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‘O Hisham, bread is the name of something to be eaten. Water is the name of 
something to be drunk......”

1

Thus, the meaning of the divine names and attributes which is the same as Allah 
is different from their customary meaning applicable in the case of creatures:

منَفْةَّیِ. عُنَھْ اِلخْلَقْ فمَناعَىِ

"The meanings appropriate for the human-beings are not applicable to God.”
2

اختْلَفَ وَ العْلِمْ اَسِمْ المْخَلْوُق وَ اُللاخْقِ جمَعَ فْقَدَ شًیَائْ. یُجَھْلَ لا لُأِھَّنَ لاعًامِ اُالله سَىِّمُ إامَّنِ وَ

البْصَریِ. هكذَاَ وَ المْعَىنْ. اَوختْلَفَ بمَّسلاِعیِ اَلإسِمْ جمَعَنْاَ اَلعمْنْىَ....فْقَدَ

“God is named as ‘The Knower’ because He is not ignorant of anything. So 
verily, the name ‘Knowledge’ is common for both the Creator and the creature 
but the meaning differs in the case of both......Thus, the name ‘Hearer’ is 
common for both but the meaning differs. The same is true for the name 

‘Seer’.”
3

السماّعِیِنْ. سِمَعْ بمِثِلْ لاَ سٌمَیِعْ

“He is ‘The Hearer’ but not like other hearers”.
4

الصِّفات. فىِ أحَدْثَ ما لْجِمَیِعِ مٌئابُنِ

“He is distinct from all creatable beings in attributes”.
5

Chapter Four:

CONFIRMATIVE  (الاثباتى),  NEGATIVE  (السلبى)  AND  INNATE  (الفطرى)
THEOLOGY

1. Kafi 1/114; tradition 2. 
2. Tauhid-Saduq; page 79 
3. Uyoon Akhbar al-Ridha 1/147 
4. Tauhid-Saduq; page 65 
5. Tauhid-Saduq; page 69 
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On the basis of the above matters, one can divide theology as follows:
1. Confirmative theology (conceptual) 
2. Negative theology (transcendence) 
3. Innate theology (at heart) 

1. Confirmative theology (conceptual)
This type of theology (also called human theology) was analyzed for the first 
time in Greece and Aristotle succeeded in discovering and compiling its logic. 
In this type, the only source and basis of recognition relied upon is the intellect 
and mental faculties. On the other hand, the intellect is capable of perceiving the 
mental conceptions and universal ideas only.
In this school, recognition and judgment about anything takes place by means of 
conceptual tools and the proof and recognition of God too is no exception to 
this rule. Thus, in order to recognize God and His attributes, we have, first of all 
to focus our attention on the conceptions and mental ideas and then set these 
conceptions as a means for His recognition. In this manner, God and His 
attributes are put to imagination. In the subsequent stages too, these very 
perceptions and mental ideas are proved and confirmed by means of 
philosophical reasons.
The motive behind this type is a series of general notions concerning God. The 
reason we name this mental disposition as conceptual and positive theology is 
because in this method, the general conceptions acquired through subjective 

journey are applied to God and proved with respect to Him.
1

2. Negative theology (transcendence)
In this method, all the conceptions attributed to God in the first method are done 
away with for this reason that God, Exalted be He, is pure and free from every 
description. The restricted human intellect is unable to perceive His Holy status 
and the human conceptions lack the power of gaining access to the sanctuary of 
His Essence and Attributes. Thus, His Holy Essence is transcendental and free 
from such conceptions.
This method was explained,

2
in a very clear manner, by “Plato” (Plotinism) 

towards the end of the Greek culture. Later, in the middle century, “Dionysius” 
reviewed and analyzed this method.
All the conceptions and attributes that were attributed to God by the preceding 
philosophers particularly, Aristotle were negated by Plato.
Plotinism believes that God is Absolutely Sublime. He is One (Unique); He is 
distinct from every thought and existence; words cannot describe and 
comprehend Him; intellect cannot know Him. Whatever is said about Him is

1. About the manner of application of this method in theology, refer to
1. The author of the book “Philosophy of dialectical theology” believes that “Albinus” was the first who 
explained this matter.
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beyond His essence. Neither essence nor existence nor life (as we perceive) can 
be thought for the One (the Unique). Of course, it does not mean that He is 
lower than these things but rather He is above all things.”

1

It should not remain unsaid that some of the Muslim theologians too set forth 
the matter of theology and recognition of divine attributes in its negative form. 
They believe that man possesses only negative gnosis with respect to God and 
His attributes such that they even interpret God’s positive attributes as His 
negative attributes.
Verily, this negative theology is among the certainties of religion come down in 
the traditions of the Ahl al-bayt (in the topic concerning Names and 
Attributes).

2
However, it should be noted that this is only a part of the reality. 

By relying on this aspect only and by neglecting all that has come down in the 
Book and traditions on innate gnosis of God one can never attain the truth.

3. Innate theology (at heart)
This matter is one of the special features of divine religion and among the 
scholastic miracles of the school of revelation and messenger ship. Not even a 
trace of this wonderful way and this lofty reality can be found in any of the 
human schools. In this method, God has bestowed His Grace and granted His 
gnosis along with His attributes to all mankind. Besides, He has set various 
ways for making the people remember this divine Ma’refat (gnosis). Thus, the 
human-beings possess a non-conceptual gnosis about God and His Attributes at 
heart. Through worship, God is recognized and His gnosis remembered and 
increased.
One of the basic differences between this theology and the aforesaid 
confirmative theology is this that in the latter, mental faculties and conceptions 
are considered to be the basis and standard for recognizing God. The more an 
individual’s abstract and wresting powers, the better his recognition about God. 
However, in the case of the former, inasmuch as the essence of gnosis and its 
remembrance and intensification are from God’s side, the more an individual 
gains the satisfaction of God and the greater he strives on the path of worship 
and sincerity, the greater would be his share of gnosis and knowledge about 
God, His Names and Attributes.
This innate gnosis is a positive and heart-related reality which cannot be 
grasped through words and expressions. On the other hand, man’s intellect has 
failed to find a way in understanding this reality and concept. For this reason, 
the only way for elucidating the innate gnosis via the rational tongue is negation 
of the Divine names and attributes. In this manner, the negative theology plays a 
fundamental role as far as rational explanation of innate gnosis and its

2. Fredrick Kapalstin; History of philosophy 1/645 
3. For  example:  Tauhid-Saduq;  page  185-223  chapter  concerning  Divine  Names  and  pages  65,  70,  76,  98, 
99........ 
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difference with the mental conceptions is concerned. It is set forth to strengthen 
further the innate theology. Thus, glorification and transcendence (of God) finds 
a special place in the total divine gnosis.

1

By this, the mystery behind the explanation of negation by the Infallibles (A.S.) 
with respect to the Divine Names and Attributes becomes obvious.
The traditions supporting this matter are numerous and from the viewpoint of 
explanation are diverse.

2
A few of these traditions have cast aside the curtain 

from this lofty meaning under the title “Absolution from two constrictions”
التھیبشّ) دحّ و التلیطعّ .(دحّ

3

التھیبشّ" دحّ و التلیطعّ "دحّ [The constriction of ta’til: i.e. Negating God’s existence

and His positive Attributes and the constriction of tash’bih: i.e. the similarity 
between Him and his creatures in His ‘existence’ or any of His other positive 
Attributes] is a universal concept which should be absolved from God, Exalted 
be He. In fact, if we wish to explain the innate (at heart) gnosis through words 
and expressions, we cannot come upon any expression as audible as the 
expression "ّالحدنی من "الخرجو   (Absolving God from two constrictions). The 
real point and the key to the problem of uniting the negative theology and the
innate theology lies hidden in the following sensitive point:
From the viewpoint of monotheistic gnosis, the matter of “Absolving God

from two constrictions  (ّالحدنی من and  negative  gnosis  has  been  (الخرجو  
presented only at intellectual level and as a theoretical recognition. This is 
pursuant to the Prophets great emphasis on referring to innate disposition and 
conscience as an affirmative and real gnosis.
When man refers to the innate disposition, he conscientiously perceives the real 
God (not an unknown and dubious God and not an imaginable and conceptual
God) and calls Him by His good Names........... He talks to Him and whispers to
Him the secrets and the pains prevailing in his heart......... He perceives a God
Who is nearer to him than his jagular vein and more familiar to Him than he is
to  himself......... He  perceives  a  God  Who  is  Compassionate  and  a  friend

4
;  an

associate and a   companion;   Merciful  and  generous........... and  not  that  he
imagines these attributes but rather, perceives by heart, that He is his Healer
and Beloved One.
When a servant conscientiously perceives his Diety by the real Ma’refat (even if 
it is at the lowest level), he does not possess any imagination and affirmation in 
mind about his Deity. Thus when he discovers his self and realizes that there 
exists no image in his mind about his Lord he turns perplexed and befuddled

1. In explanation of the .......................................chapter, it has come down that:
هو إلا هو ما يعلم ولا العقول نظر عن وجحمفٌب صفاته و اذته آنُھْ أّما و الإضافات. و السُّلوب إلا ليس صفاته من لنا اُلمعقول الحقيقة فى و

Miqdad-ibn-Abdullah-Saiyyuri; Al-Nifah Yaum al-Hashar, page 18
2. Tauhid-Saduq; page 65-99 and page 185-223 
3. Kafi 1/82, 84 and 85; Tauhid-Saduq page 81, 101, 102, 104 and 107 
1. Dua-Mashlul; Mafati al-Jinan. 
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and perceives that He is similar to nothing and that He cannot be conceived by 
any notion, imagination and analogy.............So he goes in the state of 
prostration; praises (God) and absolves Him from tashbih or anthropomorphism 
(the similarity between Him and His creatures in His existence or any of His 
other positive attributes).
The human mind allures: If its not imagination or conception then what is it!? 
The innate disposition i.e., Fitrat intercedes and reveals that He exists (although 
not mentioning in what way) and that He is more apparent than all other 

apparent things (ْبعَدُت غَبِتْ.....مىتَ (ىتمَ
1
. Then, the innate disposition warns the 

mind (intellect): If the eye of conception is narrow (blind), you have no right to 
deny. By following the conscience, the mind too confirms His 
existence.(Absolving God from ta’til i.e., negating God’s existence and His 
positive attributes).
With this explanation, it becomes obvious that those who figure the negative 
gnosis in the above sense to be the same “ta’til” are far from truth. Verily, those 
who concentrate their mind on the negative aspect only and pay no regard to the 
lofty innate gnosis belong to this category.
From the viewpoint of the Book and the Sunnah, ‘Absolution from two 
constrictions’ (ّالحدنی من الخرجو   ) and negative gnosis is a way by which the mind 
(intellect), by declaring its helplessness vis-a- vis the lofty realities, opens the 
path for the heart-related (sacred) journey and prepares the Fitrat in embracing 
the divine grace:

ياشَء" مْنَ قِلَبْ في اُالله يقَذْفِھُ نٌوُر "اِلعملُ

Note: In the traditions of the Ahl al-bayt (A.S.), apart from the negative 
attributes, the attributes of action too have been confirmed and emphasized. 
Considering that this matter cannot be fully explained in this book and requires 
various other discussions too, suffice it to mention a few points only.
The explanation of attributes of action i.e. restituting God’s perfect attributes to 
His actions and that God is the Creator of such perfections is endowed with a 
special quality. This is due to this very creation (of perfections). Regarding the 
importance of such depiction, suffice it to set forth the statement of Amir-ul-
Mominin (A.S.) where in his famous sermon (a part of which was narrated 
before), he says:

بفِاعِلھِ. وُصَفَتَھْ بْلَ بٍبِعَضْ لا وَ ٍّبحِدَ تُصَفِھْ فْلَمَ عُنَھْ اُلأْنَبْایِء سئُلِتَ أذَّلَي

“When the Prophets were questioned about God they would not describe Him in 
terms of any limit, scope, extent or in terms of constituents. Rather, they 
described Him in terms of His actions.”

2

In the famous hadith of Ehlilajah when Imam Sadiq (A.S.) was asked to 
describe God’s Power, he replied: “Allah is called Powerful because He has 
created magnificent and powerful things like the earth, the mountains, the

2. Second section of Dua-A’rafa from Imam Husain (A.S.); Mafatih al-Jinan and Eqbal al-A’mal, page 348
1. Kafi 1/141
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seas..............Thereafter, he said: The great, magnificent and delicate attributes 
too are of the same type.”

1

According to whatever was explained, we can conclude as follows:
From the viewpoint of the Islamic verses and traditions, the divine names and 
attributes possess three fundamental aspects: expression, negation and action. 
Each of these three aspects possesses special foundations and effects a few of 
which has been explained in this book.

SECOND STAGE:

WAYS OF REMEMBERING AND RECALLING THE INNATE GNOSIS

On the basis of what was explained in the first stage (introduction), the human-
beings possess a clear and lofty gnosis about God, Exalted be He. Moreover, 
they have derived this gnosis from His holy Essence. But, considering that man, 
by stepping into this world, tends to neglect the innate gnosis and consigns this 
to oblivion, God appoints the Prophets to remind him this very innate gnosis. As 
such, the argument is finalized and the path of guidance and perfection is kept 
open before him.
Regarding the Prophet’s duties, Amir-ul-Muminin (A.S.) in sermon 1 of Nahjul-
Balagha says:

نعِمْتَھِ" َّمنَسْيِ یْذُآَِّرھوُمُ وَ فطِرْتَھِ مَاثیِق لیِسَتْأَدْھوُمُ أُنَبْایِءهَ إلِیَھْمِ اوترَ وَ رسُلُھَ فيهمِ "فبَعَثَ

“Then Allah sent His Messengers and series of His Prophets towards them 
(mankind) to get them to fulfill the pledges of His innate disposition and to 
recall to them His forgotten bounties”.
The renowned historian Masoudi too has narrated in the beginning of his book 
“Muruj al-Zahab”, a very lofty and meaningful sermon from Hazrat Ali (A.S.). 
In this sermon, aside from the Prophet’s virtues, it has come down that the 
Prophet used to awaken the people about their pledge in the world of pre-
existence (ّالذر .(عالم
وَ إًعانلاْ وَ سًرِاّ نْدَبَھَمُ وَ طابًانِ وَ اظًهرِا اَلنَّاس فدَعَاَ ا اِلفتَرَت ظاهرِ في مًحُدَّمَا (ص) النَّسلْ" "فلَّضَ قلبَ ِّالذَّر إلى قُمَّدَھَ

الَّذي اِلعْھَدْ عىلَ اَلتَّنبْیِھْ استْدَعْى

Moreover, numerous verses of the Quran reckon the Prophets role, the heavenly 
books and the creative signs to be nothing but “reminders”

2
and just as 

mentioned in the lexicons, “reminding” means to recall the rational and 
forgotten affair.

3

2. Bihar al-Anwar 3/193-195. Also, refer to Tauhid-Saduq, page 163 & 252; Kafi 1/112 & 119.
1. For instance, refer to Ghasiyah (88)/21; Taha (20)/2 & 3; Forqan (25)/62. 
2. Mu’jam Maqayes al-Lugha 2/358; Sihah 2/665 and Al-Misbah al-Munir, page 209. 
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The divine holy Essence reminds man of His gnosis through numerous and 
diverse ways, the most important amongst them being “severance”, “signs” and 
“worship”. We shall explain each of these in length in the coming chapters.
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Chapter One:

Severance
Severance and disconnection from the material attachments takes place in 
various ways. Sometimes, it is achieved without man’s authority and sometimes 
through man’s authority, endeavors and struggle. Depending upon the degree of 
this achievement, the level of granted gnosis varies from person to person.
Material attachment is the most vital factor in making man neglect the innate 
gnosis and with its elimination, the obstacles and material curtains are cast aside 
from the ‘Fitrat’ (innate disposition) and the light of innate gnosis begins to 
glow. This radiation is the same gifted gnosis which has been explained in the
Quran as "آتيناهم" (Nahl/53&54).

One instance where one experiences severance without authority (and described 
in numerous places of the Quran and traditions) is the state of helplessness and 
despair which befalls one during moments of severe hardships and calamities. 
Under such circumstances too, God’s introducer and the real reminder is God, 
Himself. However, whenever the Infallibles (A.S.) came across the true seekers 
of guidance and gnosis, they would remind them about these very situations and 
manifestation of gnosis (of God) in their hearts. This was so that the people 
would recollect the gnosis which they had received during such moments.
As a proof and evidence, the outcome of such type of reminding is general 
guidance.

General and Special Guidance
The first degree of “general guidance” (����� �ا ا�� ��� ا )  is the 
stage wherein the gnosis of God is granted to all the common human-beings and 
in pursuant of this, man is unable to deny it by heart.
If man disbelieves and turns his back to the reality acquired by him in this stage, 
he will stray (away) from the path of perfection. Besides, he might even become 
deprived from recollecting this very primary gnosis.
But, if man submits himself before the Compassionate God, innate gnosis will 
glow in his heart to the same extent of his submission and diligence. In such a 
case, the gnosis of God shall intensify and glow more than before.
This intensification of gnosis which possesses countless stages is called as 
“special guidance” (����� �ا ا�� ��� ا )  as it does not accrue to the 
common mass. Rather, it is peculiar to the believers.
The believer’s endeavors and diligence for overcoming the worldly attachments, 
their attention towards God and His worship can be named as “voluntary 
severance”. The result: Intense remembrance of divine and innate gnosis 
leading to higher level of special guidance.
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Here, the role of ethics and its importance becomes clear. Moreover, the close 
relation between ethics/real mysticism and the most fundamental matter of 
belief in the school of revelation becomes obvious. As such, ethics, (not as a set 
of directions but as a path which acquaints man with the real gnosis and the 
basic guidance), smoothes the way for ascension to the peak of servitude and 
perfection.
We shall come back to this subject while discussing the topic: “submission” 
although its detailed explanation falls outside the scope of this book.

Naba Cultural Organization NabaCultural.Org



Innate Gnosis of God Reza Berenjkar

Chapter Two:

Signs

One of the ways through which Allah, Exalted be He, introduces Himself is 
through His creatures and the affairs pertaining to them where in the 

terminology of the Quran, they are reminisced as signs, tokens and reminders.
1

From the viewpoint of divine gnosis, the creatures are signs of God’s existence 
and His attributes since contemplation and deliberation in them leads to the 
remembrance of innate gnosis of God.
In explanation of this discussion, it is worthy to mention the following few 
points:

First Point: As mentioned before, in numerous verses of the Quran, God
declares guidance as His exclusive act. Moreover, in the traditions too, the 
gnosis of God has been remembered as God’s deed where none have any share 
in it.
By paying attention to this matter, it should be said that God has not only 
created the creatures but has rather originated them as signs of His existence 
and attributes. Thus, the existence of the creatures and their status of being signs 
are both from God’s side and God introduces Himself and His attributes 
through His creation. As such, in a few verses, God introduces Himself as the 
One who exhibits the signs:

َّالحْقَ. أُھَّنَ لْھَمُ يتَبَنَّیَ حىَّتَ أنَفْسُھِمِ فىِ وَ اِلافآْق فىِ آياتانِ سنَرُیِھْمِ

“We will soon show them Our signs in the Universe and in their own souls, 
until it will become quite clear to them that it is the truth”.

2

In another place, after describing the wonders of creation, He says:
تنُكْرِنوُ. اِالله ایآِت َّفأىَ آياتھِ يرُیِكْمُ و

“And He shows you His signs: which then of Allah’s signs will you deny?”
3

صٍبَاّر لكِِّلُ لٍَـآيات ذَلكِ في إ َّن آياتھِ مْنِ لْیِرُیِكَمُ اِالله بنِعِمْةَ اِلبْحَرْ في تجَرْي اَلفْلُكْ َّنَأ ترَ أْلَمَ

شٍكَوُر.

“Do you not see that the ships run on in the sea by Allah’s favour, that He may 
show you of His signs? Most surely there are signs in this for every patient 
endurer, grateful one”.

4

Basically, in the divine logic, man does not discover God by means of his own 
imagination and conception. Rather God manifests Himself either directly or

1. Baqarah/164, Yunus/6, Ra’d/3 & 4, Nahl/11,12,13,16 & 65-79, Bani-Israil/66, Taha/54, Anbiya/32, Shuara/8, 
Rum/20-26 & 46, Luqman/31, Sajdah/53, Mu’min/13 & 81, Furqan/62, Zariyat/49 & 55, Waqiah/73, Yunus/3, 
Ghashiyah/17-21 and A’la/1-10.
2. Ha-Mim (41) / 53. 
3. Mu’min (40) / 81. 
4. Luqman (31) / 31. 
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through the ontological signs and man only perceives this manifestation and 
remembers God. Thereafter, he expresses this very manifestation in words and 
on occasions, utilizes it in debates and argumentation.
On this basis, the gnosis of God that is acquired via the spiritual journey in the 
horizons and the ‘self’ is also the gift of God 

1
and not the outcome of man. 

Thus, man is helpless in expressing the essence of such gnosis. He only 
confesses that he has perceived the Wise, the Powerful, the Compassionate and 
the Merciful God outside the two constrictions (ta’til and tash’bih) and without 
any resemblance to creatures (in essence and attributes).

Second Point: Regarding reflection on the creatures, the most important point
is this that God is remembered through deliberation, meditation and reasoning. 
This is the fundamental point of difference between this method and the first 
method of reminding i.e., ‘severance’.
To elaborate further, in the first method (severance), the innate gnosis 
incarnates in man’s heart without any deliberation and sometimes, man pays 
attention to God and His attributes, involuntarily. But, in the second method, 
remembrance (of God) takes place only after reflection and deliberation in the 
creatures and their order.

Third Point: Contemplation of the creatures and ontological signs is a means
not only for remembering God but also a tool that can be used in debates and 
arguments against the opponents and obstinate people. Similarly, this method 
can be employed by those who face difficulties and obstacles on the path of 
guidance or wish to seek reasonings and rational explanation about God.
In other words, due to differences in capabilities and alertness among 
individuals, the genetic signs and their rationalization have diverse effects and 
consequences. If an addressee aspires to guidance and seeks the truth, he can 
remember the innate gnosis of God through deliberation and meditation on the 
ontological signs. Contemplation of creatures will lead him to the gnosis of God 
and will obviate the obstacles lying on this path. If the addressee seeks rational 
proofs for God’s existence, he will, through inferential proof of the creatures 
and the order prevailing in them, confess His existence. Besides, if he possesses 
rational obstacles on the way of guidance, he can overcome it by such 
rationalization.
However, if the addressee happens to be an obstinate person who pursues some 
other aim, he can be made to surrender before the truth and silenced through

1. حةقیقَ  ........ نفسكِ فى وأًلاّ لطافْبُ اَلعلم تْدَرأ إفْن يیدھَھَ أ  تعلىن و ر تباك االله يدیرُ منَ بلقِ فى یُقَعَ ونٌر هو إنَّما بالتعلُّم اُلعلم لسیَ
( ١\٢٢٥ الانورا العبوديَّة.......(بحار

االله"  is among the clear evidences of this hadith just as the first and preferred guidance is (gnosis of God) "معرفة
true of gnosis of God. Another noteworty point in this hadith is that submission is given priority over knowledge 
and guidance. This matter will be discussed in the third stage.
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such argumentation. Verily, rationalization through the signs is offered as 
argumentation in the case of the last three individuals. Here, it is necessary to 
give explanation on debate and argumentation.

ARGUMENTATION IN DIVINE THEOLOGY AND THE ROLE OF 
(DIVINE) SIGNS IN ARGUMENTATION

Adduction of argument for the purpose of proving some desired thing is called 
Argumentation. By argument is meant proof and evidence.

1

It has come down in “Mu’jam Maqaiyes al-Lugha” as follows:
The true meaning of Haj  is ‘to resolve’and the reason why proof is called (جحّ)
as argument (ّالحجھ) is because the desired truth is resolved by means of proof. 
Thereafter, he interprets argumentation as ‘gaining predominance’ through 
proof.

2

Thus, argumentation is the very literal rationalization i.e., the absolute 
adduction of proof for proving a claim which finally leads to the victory of one 
party and the submission of the addressee.
Inasmuch as the parties to the argumentation are diverse, the nature of 
argumentation, too, differs. In a general classification, we can say: The 
addressee is either devoid of mental, spiritual and ethical obstacles where 
discussion in this case takes place as ‘special argumentation’ (الخاص  (الاحتجاج
or the addressee possesses one of the aforesaid obstacles where in such a case, 
we name this as “disputation” (لا .Disputation itself is of two types .(الجد

A- Special Argumentation (الخاص (الاحتجاج
In this argumentation, the addressee lacks full preparedness for remembering 
and finding the path of true innate gnosis. On the other hand, he personally 
seeks rational proof about God. In this case, the Creator of the phenomenon’s 
(i.e., God) is rationalized through the phenomenon’s. As a matter of fact, God 
has made the genetic signs a proof of His own existence where, someone 
describes them in the form of rational proof and the addressee admits to God’s 
existence by pondering in these signs.
This argumentation possesses certain characteristics as follows:
1. For those desirous of seeking the truth, contemplation and reflection in the 
genetic signs is a bridge carrying them to the true gnosis. Argumentation and 
rationalization by means of the genetic signs takes effect for the purpose of 
eliminating the mental obstacles and preparing an individual in acquiring a 
loftier gnosis.

1. Al-Mesbah al Munir, page 661; Al-Sihah 1/304 and Lisan al-Arab 3/54. 
2. Mu’jam Maqaiyes al-Lugha 2/3; Lisan al-Arab 3/54. 
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In the famous hadith- Ehlilajah
1

 it has come down that Mufazzal in a ,(ھاليلجه)
letter to Imam Sadiq (A.S.) informs the latter that a group of people deny God 
and in this connection, they engage in debates and discussions. Thereafter, he 
requests Imam to present him some matter through which he could argue and 
refute them.
In reply, Imam (A.S.) at first sets forth innate gnosis and the divine pledge as 
the audible proof for all and then trains Mufazzal in rationalizing through the 
genetic signs:

اِلعامَّة. وَ اِلخاصَّة عَنِدْ اِلمْحَمْوُدْ اِلبْلاَء وَ البالغِةَ اَوِلحْجُجَ السباّغِةَ اِلنِّعمَ علَىَ اَالله نُحَمْدَ نُحَنْ وَ

میِقاثْھَمُ أخَذْهُ وَ برِبُبوُتَّیِھِ قلُبوُھَمُ تقَریرْهُ باھِ أنَعْمَ الَّتي الجْاسِم آلائھِ وَ العْاظِم نعِمَھِ مْنِ فاكَن

بمِعَرْفِتَھِ......

“We praise God for His bounties; His audible proofs; His praiseworthy trial and 
tribulations enjoyed by all---the elite and the common people. Then, amongst 
His lofty bounties is this that He has set His Divinity in the hearts and taken a 
covenant from the people concerning His Ma’refat (gnosis)”.

2

2. Argumentation through the signs is easy to grasp and a little deliberation in 
them can lead to the acknowledgment of the Creator. In other words, the innate 
and sound intellect discovers impromptu the Cause through the effect and the 
Creator through the creatures. Of course, the more the deliberation on the effect 
and creature, the more evident will be the proof of existence of God. This point 
is evident in all the verses and traditions related to this discussion. Basically, the 
use of words like “Ayat”

3
(signs) in the Quran with respect to the creatures and 

their emphasis that they (i.e., the signs) are clear and manifest denotes this very 
matter.
This point has also come down in an explicit manner in numerous and 
renowned traditions:

جا؟ٍن! غِیَرْ مْنِ جٌیانِةَ وَأ ابٍن غِیَرْ مْنِ بٌانِء يكَوُن هْلَ

“Is there a construction without a constructor or a crime without a criminal?!” 
4

فٌھَیَكْلَ المْسَیِرْ علَىَ تدَلُُّ اقلِدَمَ اثآُر وَ الحمَیِرْ. علَىَ تدَلُُّ اُلرَّوثْةَ وَ البْعَیِرْ. علَىَ تدَلُُّ اُبلَعَرْةَ الخبَیِرْ؟! اللَّطیِفْ علَىَ یِدَلاُنّ

لا آیَفْ اِلكْفاثَةَ بذھِهِ ٌّسفُلْيِ مٌرَآْزَ وَ اِللَّطافةَ بذھِهِ ٌّعلِوْيِ

“A dropping proves a camel’s existence; excrement proves the existence of an 
ass. A footprint reveals the passer-by. So, how come that the creation above (the 
heavens) with all its delicacy and tenderness and the center below (the land) 
with all its compactness and viscosity does not reveal the existence of an All-

Aware and All-Subtle God?!”
5

1. Concerning the importance and authenticity of Hadith-Tauhid Mufazzal and Hadith-Ahlilajjah, refer to Bihar 
al-Anwar 3/55 (Explanation and footnote by Allama Majlisi) 
2. Bihar al-Anwar 3/152. 
3. For example, see Baqarah (2)/164; Al-Imran (3)/190; Jasiyah (45)/3-6 and Yunus (10)/6 & 101. 
4. Nahjul-Balagha, Sermon 185; page 271. 
1. Jameh al-Akhbar; page 35.
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3. This kind of argumentation does not require any elementary and complicated 
sciences and is free from the philosophical rules and preliminaries. In other 
words, it has not taken shape on the basis of any particular philosophical school 
and so, anybody could easily grasp and perceive it. 
4. In this type of reasoning, one cannot deliberate about the essence of God. 
Rather, pondering in the creatures is the basis of acknowledging and confessing 
the Creator. Thus, in the traditions, contemplation of the divine essence has 
been forbidden and reproached while contemplation of the creatures has been 
praised and encouraged. Below, we shall mention two such traditions: 

اِالله. في التَّفكَرُ وَ إْياّآمُ االله (ع): عِبَدْ أوبَ قال
“Beware of pondering about Allah.”

1

A tradition has come down from Imam Sadiq (A.S.) as such:
العرَشْ. فوَق فیِامْ تُكَومَّلَا لا وَ اِلعرَشْ نْوُدَ فیِامْ تكَمَّلَوُا وَ فمأَسْكِوُا اِالله إلِىَ اُلكْلاَم انتْھَىَ اَذِإ

“Whenever your discussion climaxes with (the entity of) Allah, end your talks 
at once. Talk about what is below the Throne (Arsh) not what is above it.”

2

Argumentation should occur without leading to anthropomorphism, depiction 
and description of the divine essence and His attributes except within the bond 
of “Absolving God from two constrictions” الحدنیّ) من  This matter was .(الخرجو  
explained in the first stage of the topic concerning “rational recognition”.
5. Considering that this kind of argumentation is easy to perceive, if someone 
fails to confess to God through this method, it is either due to non-deliberation 
on his part about the proof or because of his involvement in sins. In 
continuation of the passages from Hadith- Ehlilajah which was narrated in the 
preceding pages, it has come down as such:
اِلبانِّیَت اِلعْاملاَت وَ الوْاضاحِت اِلدَّلالات لیَرَنْوَ أنَّهمُ وَ رھِّبَمِ قبِلَ مْنِ الجْھُاّل أَتُىِ ما لعَمَرْى وَ علَىَ لا ِّالدَّ اِلمْتُقْنَ العْجَبیِ

اِلصُّنعْ وَ اِلأْضْرَ وَ او اِلسَّمات مِلَكَوُت مْنِ یَیاعُنِوُن ما وَ خلَقْھِمِ في فِغَلَبَتَ الشَّهوَاتِ، سبَلیِ لاھَ سلَّھَوُا وَ المْيصاعَ ا أبَوْب

أنَفْسُھِمِ علَىَ فتَحَوُا قٌوَمْ كلْھَّنِمُ وَ اِلصعناِّ،

قلُبوُھِمِ. علَىَ اُلأْهَوْءا

“I swear by my life that the ignorant have not gained this ignorance from their 
Lord. This is because they witness the clear proofs and decisive signs (of God’s 
Power) in their own creation; in the kingdom of the heaven and earth and in the 
astonishing creatures which proves the Creator’s existence. But they are those 
who have kept open the doors of sin and made easy for themselves the path of 
passion. So, their carnal desires have overcome their hearts.”

3

وَ اِلطَّريق إلِىَ لرَجَعَوُا اِلنِّعمْةَ جسَیِمْ وَ اِلقْدُةَرْ عظَیِمْ في فرَّكَاوُ لْوَ وَ المؤُمْنینِ (ع): أِریمَ عْنَ (١-٤٨١

مٌدَخْلوُةَ.....(الاحتجاج الأْبَاصْر وَ عٌلَیِلْةَ اَلقْلُوُب َّلكنِ وَ الْـحرَقیِ ا عذَب خافوُا

This matter will be elaborated in the discussion on “Obstacles to guidance and
submission”.

2. Amali-Saduq; page 340. 
3. Bihar al-Anwar 3/259. 
4. Bihar al-Anwar 3/152. 
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B- Disputation (لا (الجد
لا جد on the measure of فاعِل is of one the infinitives from the mode of and
it means argument and dispute between two parties where normally, one is on 
the side of the truth and the other on falsehood.
Thus, the addressee is not speechless and does not merely seek to learn. As 
such, the one who disputes with a believer possesses such ideas that prevent him 
from accepting guidance. These mental hindrances are either in the form of 
refutations vis- a-vis the divine beliefs or in the form of fancies that hinder him 
from accepting the realities.
In the first case, the rightful disputer should reply to his opponent’s refutations. 
In fact, he should create a dent in his refutations and finally exhibit the true
matter which is devoid of any blot.
In the second case, he should create a dent in the false reflections of the 
addressee and render them null and void. In both the instances, the obstacles 
lying on the path of guidance are done away with.
In the entire disputations which the Infallibles (A.S.) have had with their 
opponents, one comes across rationalization through the genetic signs and the 
order prevailing in them. Thus, in few of these debates, aside from the fact that 
the addressee’s points were refuted, the addressees were also reminded about 
God through these very ontological signs.
The above matter is true to the one who wishes to seek the truth. However, if he 
is obstinate and refuses to accept the truth (even after argument has been 
finalized) and continues the discussion for enfeebling the divine faith of the 
muslims, then, in such a case, dispute with him occurs only for the purpose of 
defending and manifesting the divine faith and the addressee himself is not of 
any concern.
Ibne Abi al-Auja says: “He (i.e., Imam Sadiq) counted for me so many signs 
vis-a-vis God’s Power that I felt God would manifest at this very moment 
before us.”

1
Although, a few of his companions brought faith and turned 

muslims, he was reluctant to submit himself before God as, according to Imam 
Sadiq (A.S.), he was blind (by heart). This expression has also come down in 
the Quran

2
and other heavenly books.

3

Good disputation and its conditions

1. Kafi 1/76 
2. Baqarah 18 & 171; A’raf 64; Naml 66 & 81; Rum 53; Fusselat 17 and Muhammad 23. 
3. When Hazrat Isa (A.S.) debated with the obstinate Roman soldiers in Jerusalem, they said: ‘Show us your 
God so that we turn into jews. Then, the Prophet of that time replied: If you had eyes to see, I would show Him 
to you. But, since you are blind, I cannot show Him to you.' (Gospel; chapter 152, page 310) 
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In numerous verses and traditions, disputation on divine beliefs has been 
forbidden and reproached. On the other hand, in few other verses and traditions, 
disputation has been considered lawful and in certain cases, even enjoined. 
There were a few debaters who earned the praise of the Infallibles (A.S.).
Contemplation in all these verses and traditions reveal that the circumstances 
under which disputation is enjoined and forbidden are different. Disputations 
are of various types; some being blameworthy while some are acceptable and 
even obligatory.
According to Verse 124, Sura (chapter) Nahl, disputation is of two types: Good 
disputation and bad disputation. Good disputation has certain conditions which 
will be discussed in brief as follows:

First condition
Before disputation, a debater has acquired the true matter and gnosis. He seeks 
to prove and manifest that matter and disprove the refutations through 
disputation and discussion. Thus, in the traditions, that disputation is praised 
which is based on the Quranic sciences and knowledge of the Infallibles (A.S.); 
and is not used as a means for discovering the mental obscurities.
Basically, disputation in the divine religions is a way for defending the truth and 
not a means for discovering the divine gnosis. Thus, disputation is not a haven 
for divine gnosis. Rather, reliance on disputation is a means of going astray.

ثقَوُالجدَلَ. وَأْ َّإلاِ قٌوَمْ َّضلَ ما

“No nation went astray except when it relied on disputation” (and considered it 
a means for discovering the realities) 

1

Kulaini narrates in his honourable book “Kafi” as such:
Once a Syrian who reckoned himself to be a theologist approached Imam Sadiq 
(A.S.) for a debate. Imam inquired: Are your words from the Prophet 
(S.A.W.A.) or from yourself? He said: From both. Imam (A.S.) rebuked him 
and hinted that a speaker’s words should be derived from the Prophet. Then, he 
addressed Yunus-ibn-Ya’qub one of the attendants in the gathering as such: If 
your debate was good, you could have debated with this man. Yunus said: You 
have told us to refrain from debates in religious matters. Imam (A.S.) replied: 
Woe betides any speaker who forsakes our sayings and uses his own personal 

sayings.........
2

This hadith and the subsequent one shows that in the pre- discussion stage on 
any subject-matter, the speaker should know before hand, the knowledge and 
beliefs of the Infallibles (A.S.) vis-a-vis that subject-matter. Besides, he should 
engage in disputation on the basis of their sayings and with the objective of 
manifesting their truthfulness.

الْـمحَجْوُج. فأَانَ حوُّجَآمُ فْإَنِ بكِيملاَ اَلنَّاس حاجُّوا أصَباحْانِ: لبِعَضْ االله (ع) عِبَدْ أبَوُا اقَل

1. Bihar al-Anwar 2/138. 
2. Kafi 1/171. 
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Imam Sadiq (A.S.) addressed a few of his companions as such: Engage in 
argumentation with the people on the basis of my sayings because, in case you 
lose it is me who has lost (i.e., I stand surety for your action) 

1

علَھیَ..... أنَتْمُ الَّذي الھْدُى لنلِاّس بنِّیَوُا أصَباحْھِ: مْنِ لٍئاطِفِةَ االله (ع) عِبَدْ أبَوُ قال

“................the path of guidance on which you traverse; manifest it for the 
people”.

2

أنَتْ الَّذي َّالحْقَ لھَمُ بْنِّیَ وَ اَلناّس آِمِّلَ حكَمیِ: نبِ لمِحُدَّمَ (ع) جعَفْرَ بُنْ مسوُىَ الحْسَنَ أبَوُ قال

علَیَھْ....

The last two traditions reveal that the purpose of speech and disputation is 
manifestation and not the discovery of guidance and truth.
Imam Sadiq (A.S.) said: “Forsake those who debate with you but lack the 

knowledge concerning the topic of debate"
3

Second condition
Aside from the fact that a disputer’s basic principle and objective should be 
based on divine gnosis, his method, in proving the truth and contravening 
falsehood, should also be through the divine way. Whatever he claims, should 
be proved by utilizing correct points.
The above condition along with its logic has come down at length in a tradition. 
The last part of his hadith also substantiates the first condition.

4

One question that may arise here is this: If only true matters are to be adapted in 
the method of disputation then why Prophet Ibrahim (A.S.) in his disputation, 
while referring to the stars, moon and sun said: ّربى .(this is my Lord)هذا
This question was raised by Ma’mun before Imam Riza (A.S.) to which the 
latter replied:
“Prophet Ibrahim’s statement is in the form of denial and inquiry and not a 
confession or a declaration”.

5
In other words, Prophet Ibrahim (A.S.) explained 

at first the atheist’s sayings and then contravened them. While expressing their 
views, he did not accept their words. Rather, it was like asking them: ‘Is this my 
Lord?’ And this interrogative remark was in the form of negatory inquiry and 
not a declaration of his personal belief.

1. Tashih al-E’teqad-be-Sawab al-Enteqad; page 56. 
2. Same source. 
3. Bihar al-Anwar 2/129, tradition 12 and page 139, tradition 59. Knowledge of Quran is one of the conditions 
of disputation. 
4. Same source; page 125: 
اقلطمً عنه ينَھْ لم د (ع): الصاق فقال عنه نهوا قد المعصومين (ع) الائمة و االله (ص) رسول نأّ و الدين فى لا الجد د (ع) الصاق عند ........آذر
أحسن هى بالتى لا الجد فما االله رسول ابن يا قيل أحسن؟ هى بالتى لا الجد فى اّلا بالبرهان يؤتى هل أحسن...و هى التى بغير لا الجد عن نهى لكنھّ قوله
تجحد لكن و تعالى االله نصبها قد بحجة تردهّ فلا لاطابً عليك فيودر مًبُطْلاِ د تجال أ  أحسنن هى التى بغير لا الجد أماّ قال بأحسن؟ ليست التى و حرما
فذلك منه المخلص آيف لاتدىر  لأِكَّنَ حجة فيه عليك له يكون أ  مخافةن الحق ذلك فتجحد باطلھَ به يعين نأْ المبطل ذلك يريد اقحً تجحد وا

المبطلين..... على و إخوانهم ضعفاء على فتنة يصيراو أ شيعتنان على
(In continuation of this hadith, Imam also explains one of the disputation from the viewpoint of the holy Quran 
vis-a-vis resurrection and then says):

شبههم....... ازإلة و الكافرين عذر قطع فيها لأّن أحسن هى بالتى لا الجد فهذا
1. Tauhid-Saduq; page 74
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Third condition
The one entering disputation should possess the ability and power to debate. He 
should be acquainted and rather thoroughly conversant in the style of starting 
and ending the discussion. For this reason, in most case, the Infallibles (A.S.) 
have forbidden disputation and allowed only a few individuals to enter debates 
and disputation with the opponents. In certain instances, they have trained these 
individuals with the method of a good debate and then tested them and pointed 
out to them their weak points. This matter has come down in the tradition of 
Yunus-ibn-Ya’qub which was explained in the first condition. In this regard, 

one can come across other traditions too.
1

Fourth condition
Before anything else, disputation should be useful. Secondly, the time, place 
and condition of the disputer and addressee should be conducive to a good 

debate.
2

Fifth condition
There should exist a need for disputation. In numerous traditions, dispute and 
hostility in religious matters has been forbidden. Abandonment of dispute is 
declared to be one of the signs of piety and perfection of belief. Besides, a 
rightful disputer too has been forbidden from dispute and numerous rewards are 
enumerated for those who forsake it.

3
Likewise, in these traditions, doubt, 

discord, sedition and mischief are recognized to be the outcome of dispute. 
Taking into account the numerous traditions on dispute and debate and the 
limited scope of this treatise, we shall restrain ourselves by mentioning the 
references only.

4

From the verses, traditions and historical evidence, we realize that disputation 
has not been propounded in the divine religions as a primary principle. From the 
viewpoint of history too, disputation made its debut in the Islamic gatherings 
only when alien thoughts and false reflections began to penetrate the divine 
beliefs of the Muslims. The reason for such an affair too becomes clear in the 
preceding discussions.

2. Bihar al-Anwar 2/136 
3. Same source; page 130 
4. Basically, in the Book and sunnah on Ma’ref, inasmuch as there exists scope for acquiring the lofty Ma’ref, 
we come across such terminologies as remembrance, reminiscene, conversation etc instead of concepts like 
lesson, discourse, dispute and debate. This shows the the special style adopted by the Prophet in forwarding the 
desired truth. (Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 1/198-206; chapter concerning discourse on knowledge; hadith 6, 8, 11, 
17, 18, 21, 26, 36, 37 and Kafi 2/186-188; chapter concerning ................... 

1. Bihar al-Anwar 2/124; chapter 17. Sixty -one traditions have come down in this regard. Amongs them: 
traditions 3-14, 16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 27, 30, 31, 32, 47-56, 58, 59 and 61.
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Chapter Three:

Worship
Here, worship (العباده) is used in the general sense which includes obedience to 
God and acting upon the divine laws; remembrance of God; invocation and 
imploring forgiveness; meditation and devotion and in general, all the phases 
connected to obedience to God.
In reply to the question: ‘What is worship?’ Imam Sadiq (A.S.) said:

ماھنِ.... اُالله ياطُع الَّتي اِلوْجُهوُ مَنِ بطلاِعاّةَ اِلنةَّیّ حسُنْ

“Good (and correct) intention by following God through the ways that leads to 
obedience to God.

1

Concerning the importance of worship, suffice it is to say that it has been 
propounded as the goal of creation:

و  لیِعَبْدُن إّلا اَلنإْسْ وَ َّالْـجنِ خُلَقَتْ ما

“And I have not created the jinn and the men except that they should serve 
Me”.

2

The fundamental role of worship will be known only when the meaning of 
worship and its various dimensions and diverse effects are clarified.
That which will be pointed out in this regard will be the reminding aspect of 
worship.
After acquiring the general guidance, man is now prepared to acquire, through 
the afore-mentioned ways, the special guidance and the journey to God, i.e., 
wider remembrance vis-a-vis the innate gnosis and wider attention to the lofty 
levels of gifted gnosis which was bestowed to man in the worlds of pre-
existence.
Now, the question is how and by what means can this remembrance and 
intensification of innate gnosis take effect? Can it be achieved through greater 
imagination about God? Or is it possible through various asceticism, seclusion 
and withdrawal from society?
In this regard, the divine religions have set forth remembrance (of God) through 
worship and emphasized that worship is the only means for gaining proximity 
to God and the only channel for gaining access to the lofty divine gnosis and 
guidance.

تھَتْدَاوُ. تطُیِعْهوُ نإْ وَ

In the verses and traditions, worship (العباده) is remembered under such names as
“remembrance”,

3
   “the  right  path”,

4
   “light  emitting  from  heart”,

5
   “the  lovers

1. Kafi 2/83 
2. Zariat (51) / 56 
3. Taha/14; Jummah/9; Maeda/91; Ala/14 & 15. 
4. Ale-Imran/51; Zukhraf/64; Yasin/61 
5. Ghurur al-Hikam: 6103 
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delight”,
1

“the way of the prophets”,
2

“the path of attaining God”,
3

and
“confession of God’s divinity”

4
.

Amongst   the   consequences   of   worship,   we   come   across   such   names   as
“guidance”,

5
“faith and the light of gnosis”,

6
“abundance in religion and 

remembrance of God”,
7

“fear of God and feeling of needlessness”,
8

“salvation”,
9

“seeking nearness to God”,
10

and “satisfaction of God”
11

.
And the devotees on the path of devotion and remembrance are called by such 
titles as “the people of God”

12
and “God’s companions”.

13

In this manner, worship is the path illuminating the heart and a means for 
deriving the divine gnosis of God and His remembrance. In general, it is the 
way of acquiring the special guidance and recognizing God at the highest level. 
Similarly, ‘Salat’ (prayers) and other divine worships are the only way for 
gaining proximity to God. Compare this matter with this view: “ With the
discovery of the self and opposition with the apparent state of religious laws, 
the divine duty ceases because, there is no duty for the enchanted ones.”

14
The

difference between these two reveals the difference between the divine way and 
the human way of gaining proximity to God.
From the above discussion, the role of religious laws and commandments, as a 
means of special guidance and intensification of innate gnosis in religion as a 
whole, becomes clear. It also reveals that religion minus the divine laws and 
commandments is imperfect. By pursuing this discussion and explaining its 
diverse angles, one can unfold the firm connection between gnostic dimension 
of religion and practical dimension of religion and in the final analysis, come to 
this conclusion that the teachings of the Prophets and divine Imams is a

1. Ghurur al-Hikam: 670 
2. Al-Khesal; page 621 
3. Bihar al-Anwar; 84/134 
4. Elal al-Sharayeh; page 114 
5. Nur/54 and Al-Khesal; page 621 
6. Al-Khesal; page 621 
7. Elal al-Sharayeh; page 114 
8. Kafi 2/83 
9. Ala/14 & 15; Jummah/10 
10. Dua-Kumail 
11. Al-Khesal; page 621 
12. Ghurul al-Hikam: 1467 
13. Ghurul al-Hikam: 322 
14. “Rasa’el Qaisari risalah al-tauhid wa’l nabuwah wa’l wilayah”, Chapter 2; section 1; page 24. While
summing up the matter of the mystics, Lahiji, a researcher says: “ If the absolute enchanted one is spiritually 
intoxicated and dying to self then, there remains no divine duty for him. If he belongs to the group of perfect 
ones (who were referred to as the third kind) then, although his obligation to guide others and the divine 
commandments and prohibitions does not cease, nevertheless, he need not observe (the rules) for perfection of 
the self as he has reached the extreme level of perfection.” 
In explanation of the following poem, refer to commentary on Golshan Raz; page 304: 
“When the mystic (Aaref) attains faith,
the brain turns ripe and the skin peels off”. (i.e., there remains no divine duty for him). 
Similarly, in explanation of this famous statement:

الشرائع" بطلت الحقائق ظهرت "لو
refer to the preface of the fifth book of “Mathnavi” from Mulawi.

Naba Cultural Organization NabaCultural.Org



Innate Gnosis of God Reza Berenjkar

collection, inter-related and inter-connected to each other where, separation 
between their elements and disbelief in some of them would take one to a 
deviated path.
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THIRD STAGE:

SUBMISSION AND FAITH IN DIVINE RELIGION

After man traverses the two stages:’ introduction’ (التعريف ) and ‘reminding’ 
التذآر) ) and perceives by all his existence, the gifted divine gnosis, he finds 
before himself, two alternatives: “Submission and gratitude” and “denial and
infidelity”:

آًفَوُارْ. إماّ وَ اشًآرِا إماّ اَلسَّبیِلْ هُدَیَهانْ إناّ

“Surely We have shown him the way: he may be thankful or unthankful”.
1

At this crucial juncture, the fundamental and determining role of man’s 
authority in guidance becomes clear. It is not out of place to pursue the matter 
by the help of one question:
The holy Quran, on the one hand, attributes guidance to God and on the other 
hand, underlines the importance of man’s authority in his own salvation.

2

Concerning the first category, we may refer to the following verses:
علَلانیَلَھْدُى. َّنِإ

“Surely Ours is to show the way”.
3

ياشَء. مْنَ يھَدْيِ اَالله َّلكنِ وَ هْدھُامُ علَیَكْ لیَسْ

“To make them walk in the right way is not incumbent on you, but Allah guides 
aright whom He pleases”.

4

“------------------------------------------------------------”
5

“Surely the guidance of Allah, that is the (true) guidance”.
6

The following verses are examples of the second category:

االله. هَدُى الهدُى، َّنِإ

الهدُى. هَوُ االله، هدُىَ َّنِإ

البْلاَغ. علََـيكْ فإنَّما َّتوَولَا نإْ وَ ھاتْدَاْوَ فِقَدَ أسَلْمَوُا إفْن

“So if they submit then indeed they follow the right way; and if they turn back, 

then upon you is only the delivery of the message”.
1

1. Insan (76)/3. 
2. This question and absence of its proper reply is one of the causes for the appearance of two exteme views i.e., 
compulsion and freedom in the discourses of the Muslims. Of course, compulsion and freedom has had an 
ancient record among the human sciences and has always drawn man’s attention towards it. Nevertheless, the 
twofold apparent meaning of a few Quranic verses (particularly on the matter of guidance) on the one hand and 
non-presentation of a comprehensive layout in this regard and absence of division between “divine guidance” 
and “being guided” on the other hand has not been ineffective in giving shape to the two schools: “Free-willers” 
and “Necessitarians”. 

3. Lail (92)/12 
4. Baqarah (2)/272 
5. Baqarah (2)/73 
6. Anam (6)/71 

Naba Cultural Organization NabaCultural.Org



Innate Gnosis of God Reza Berenjkar

ذآَرَهَ. اشَء تٌذَآْرِهَ *فْمَنَ إُنَّه آلَاّ

“Nay! It is surely an admonition. So whoever pleases may mind it”.
2

How should these verses be interpreted so that while being in harmony with one 
another, they reveal the Quran’s standpoint in this matter? A deep 
contemplation over the verses will reveal that acquisition of guidance is the 
result of two stages: i.e., “introduction” and “submission” and that guidance 
comprises two inseparable parts: God’s favour and man’s submission
.

ْـن. اللاعْمَیِ ِّلرِبَ لَنِسُلْمِ امُرِانْ وَ الـھْدُى، هَوُ اِالله هدُىَ إ َّن قلُ

“Say: Surely the guidance of Allah, that is the (true) guidance, and we are 
commanded that we should submit to the Lord of the worlds”.

3

يقَبْلَوُا. نَأْ عْفَّرَھَمُ اذإ اِلْـخلَقْ علَىَ للِھّ وَ يعُفِّرَھَمُ. نَأْ اِالله علَىَ لَلِخْلِقْ قال: االله (ع) عِبَدْ أيبَ عْنَ

“It is for God to define (introduce) Himself to the human-beings and it is upon 
man to accept Him after introduction”.

4

As such, it is upon God to introduce Himself and show man, the right and 
wrong path. Correspondingly, it is man’s duty to seek the truth; to acknowledge 
and worship God and lead the path of servitude and perfection.

ھاتْدَاْوَ. فِقَدَ أسَلْمَوُا إفْن

“So if they submit then indeed they follow the right way”.
5

In fact, guidance through “introduction” (of God) and following the right way 
through “submission” (before God) are the two pillars of the school of divine 
prophets and theology which together with “reminding”, complete the 
foundations of divine theology and the means of servitude.
We have already discussed “introduction” and “reminding” and the topic of this 
stage is about “submission”.
This discussion will be set forth in two chapters. The first chapter shall strive to 
describe the ground for confession and denial and reveal man’s reaction vis-a-
vis the clear gnosis. Moreover, it will explain why and in what manner man 
turns his back on the divine gnosis and instead, chooses the path of obstinacy 
and disobedience. In the second chapter, we shall discuss the consequences of 
submission and the manner of acquiring faith.

1. Ale-Imran (3)/20 
2. Muddassir (74)/54 & 55 
3. Anam (6)/71 
4. Kafi 1/164 
5. Ale-Imran (3)/20 
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First Chapter:

Obstacles and stimulus to submission

There exists numerous verses and traditions concerning guidance and following 
the right way and various obstacles and stimulus have been enumerated for 
them. The holy Quran and other heavenly books reckon the mental faculties and 
moral vices to be the basis of infidelity and faith and have underlined the role of 
man’s authority and free-will.
Here, we shall discuss in general, free-will and morals and then set forth 
obstacles to submission and faith from the viewpoint of the Quran.

1. Relation of free-will with stimulus and impelling factors
By stimulus and impelling factors is meant man’s inner and outer state like 
mental and moral conditions; the family and environmental conditions and the 
social and friendly relations. Such conditions form the basis of man’s actions. 
The expressions used in such instances are commensurate with their strong 
influence over man. It seems, impelling factors are more influential than 
stimulus because, the latter implies something which invites while the former 
implies something which impels. These two terms have also come down in the 
traditions.

الذُّنوُب. في اِلتَّقمُّحَ إلى عاوَدٍ الحْسَدَ، وَ اُلكْبِرْ وَ أُلَحْرِصْ

“Greed, vanity and jealousy are stimulus (invitations) to falling into sins”.
1

الحْیِنْ. إلِىَ قئاسٌ ألَبْغَىْ،

“Oppression and injustice drives (impels) man towards destruction”.
2

From the viewpoint of divine religions, man possesses the power and means of 
selection and is capable of choosing any of the paths kept open before him. In 
cases where man’s character is endowed with goodness and evil earning for 
himself reward and punishment, the matter of free-will and authority play a 
special and influential role. Although, various internal and external factors too 
influences man’s actions yet, man’s free-will, due to its special characteristic, 
prevails over all other factors and plays the main and fundamental role.
The noteworthy point is this that incompatible internal stimulation and the 
environment opens varied paths before man and encourages and invites him to 
traverse those paths. They force and create an urge in him. However, these 
stimulations, forces and tendencies will turn into action only when man 
chooses, through his free-will and authority, one of the paths.
In more precise terms, stimulations, impelling forces and inclinations are the 
determinant factors of man’s action but not the complete cause. In fact, the

1. Nahjul-Balagha; Wise sayings: 366 
2. Commentary of Ibne Maitham Bahrani on one hundred saysings of Amir al-Muminin (A.S.); page 129 
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power of free -will governs the other causes and factors and man is not bound 
by these factors.
As such, in divine anthropology, the ability and power of free-will is reckoned 
to be one of the “primary qualities of the soul” and cannot be reduced to 
knowledge and inclination. For this reason, power and free-will must be taken 

into consideration while defining man.
1

2. Relation of free-will and morals to belief and deeds
The role of moral virtues and vices in beliefs and deeds and similarly, the 
underlining of authority and the sovereignty of man’s free-will over moral, faith 
and deeds is among the outstanding points and criterion of divine gnosis.
Submission or denial takes place at a stage when man has passed the two stages 
of “introduction” and “reminding” and the divine argumentation has been 
finalized for him. It is here that man’s role begins and man exhibits his reaction 
vis-a-vis the divine argumentation. The question that arises here is this: What is 
the reason for the disbelief of the infidels?
Answer: Although, free-will and authority is the main and fundamental cause in 
man’s decision-making nevertheless, other determinant factors intervene and 
prepare the ground for evil free-will. While they do not disavow authority, they 
by themselves, originate from man’s free-will.
The verses of the holy Quran reckons infidelity, polytheism, mis-guidance and 
non-submission (before God) to spring from such factors as pride and 
arrogance, injustice and envy, insolence and callousness, desire and superiority 
and sin and abjuration. On the one hand, such terms and concepts show that 
from the viewpoint of the Quran, man possesses free-will and authority in his 
actions and the most vital base for unfit selection is moral and spiritual vices 
which spring from previous evil background. On the other hand, it shows that 
cleanliness of the inborn disposition and purification of the soul are the 
conditions of divine faith and guidance. This matter recounts the firm relation 
between morals and belief from the viewpoint of religion and shows that morals 
do not merely imply admonition but are one of the corner stones for seeking the 
truth. From the viewpoint of Quran and sunnah, moral vices and the gloom 
resulting from it is reckoned to be one of the obstacles to recognition (of God) 
and prepares the ground for man’s evil free-will. In contrast, moral virtues 
prepare man’s soul and spirit for receiving the divine gnosis and guidance.
Now, we shall enumerate briefly the obstacles to submission from the viewpoint 
of Quran:

1. Compare the above matter with the views of the Greek philosophers (particularly, Aristotle) on definition of 
man and moral virtues. In this regard, refer to “Fundamentals of knowing God in Greek philosophy and divine 
religions”.
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3. Obstacles to submission in the Quran
In general, the aforesaid obstacles in the Quran refer to two internal and external 
factors and each of these two comprises two sets of factors as follows:
a) Moral vices and material attachments. 
b) Sin and iniquity 
c) Satans from jinn 
d) Satans from men. 
Each of the above titles in their turn possesses diverse aspects. We shall point 
out a few of them supported with their related verses. At the end, we shall give 
references to a few others.

a) Moral vices
With regards to moral vices, it is noteworthy that these vices take place by 
man’s free-will and they are acquired by man.

1. Carnal Desires

بصَرَهِ عىلَ جعَلَ وَ قلَبْھِ وَ سمَعْھِ عىلَ ختَمَ وَ عٍلِمْ عىلَ اُالله أُضَھَّلَ وَ هُوَاه إلِھُھَ اتَّخذَ مِنَ أفَرَأَیَتْ

تذَآََّرنوُ. ألافَ االله بِعَدْ منِ يھَدْھیِ فْمَنَ غًاشِةَو

“Have you then considered him who takes his low desire for his god, and Allah 
has made him err having knowledge and has set a seal upon his ear and his heart 
and put a covering upon his eye. Who can then guide him after Allah? Will you 
not then be mindful?”

1

According to the above noble verse, deviation and sealing of the heart, ear and 
eye as well as deprivation from guidance is due to man’s evil authority and his 
selection of carnal desires as god.

الھْدُى. علَىَ العْىمَ فساَتْحَوُّبَا فھَدَیَھنْمُ ثمَوُد أمَاّ وَ

“And as to the Thamud, We showered them the right way, but they chose error 

above guidance”
2

2. Hardened hearts

قًسَوْةَ. ُّأشَدَ وَأْ آلاَحْاجِةَر فھَىِ ذَلكِ بِعَدْ مْنِ قلُبوُكُمُ قْسَتَ ثَّمُ تعَقْلِوُن* لْعَكَّلَمُ آياتھِ يرُیِكْمُ وَ

“And He shows you His signs so that you may understand.
Then your hearts hardened after that, so that they were like rocks, rather worse 
in hardness”.

3

According to this noble verse, the ontological signs(التكوينى (الآيات

1. Jasiyah (45)/23. Also refer to Qasas/50; Qamar/3; Muhammad/14 and Baqarah/87 
2. Ha Mim (41)/17 
3. Baqarah (2)/73 & 74 
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[which was discussed in the second stage] together with rationalization paves 
the way for man’s guidance. But, man’s hardened heart does not allow his 
intellect to find its due course. In such verses and traditions their number being 
no less, the matter of rationalization (intellect) and heart has been jointly 
mooted. One should see the meaning of intellect from the viewpoint of 
revelation and divine writings.
In the other heavenly books too, much has been spoken about the hardened 
heart. Moreover, they reckon the hardened heart to be the factor responsible for 
man’s straying from God and His religion. For example, it has come down in 
the Exodus from Torah as follows:
“Moses and Aaron approached Pharaoh and said: Yahova, the God of Israel 
says: Set free my nation so that they may celebrate for me in the desert. Pharaoh 
said: Who is Yahova that I should listen to him and set free the Israel? I do not 
know Yahova and I shall not free Israel”.

1

Thereafter, Moses manifested numerous miracles before Pharaoh but each time, 
Pharaoh did not submit due to his hardened heart. The sentence: “Pharaoh’s

heart became hard” has been repeated more than ten times in the Exodus.
2

3. Pride and arrogance

آٌبِرْ. إّلا صدُھِرْوُمِ فىِ نإْ أْاتَهمُ سٍلُاطْن بغِیَرْ اِالله ایآِت فىَ یَاجُدلِوُنْ اَلَّذين َّنِإ

“Surely (as for) those who dispute about the communications of Allah without 
any authority that has come to them, there is naught in their breasts but pride”.

3

So, the divine communications are good enough for guidance but a group 
dispute about it. And this dispute is not out of ignorance but due to pride and 
arrogance.

مَجُرْمِنیِ. قًوَامْ آَونُتْمُ فُساَتْكَبْرَتْمْ علَیَكْمُ تتُىلْ آياتي تْكَنُ أْفَلَمَ آفَرَاوُ اَلَّذين أاَّمَ وَ

“As to those who disbelieved: What! Were not My communications recited to 

you? But you were proud and you were a guilty people”.
4

4. Avarice

قلُوُبْھِمِ. فىِ نًاقافِ فأَعَقْبَھَمُ معُرْضِوُنْ* هْمُ وَ توَلََّواْ وَ بھِ بخَلِوُا فضَلْھِ مْنِ اتآْهمُ فلَمَاّ

“But when He gave them out of His grace, they became niggardly of it and they 
turned back and they withdrew.

1. Old Testament (Torah); Exodus: Chapter 5; page 89 
2. Same source; page 92-95; 97-100 and 104 
3. Mu’min (40)/56 
4. Jasiyah (45)/31. Also, refer to Baqarah/17; A’raf/36,40,76; Ahqaf/10 and Munafiqun/5 

Naba Cultural Organization NabaCultural.Org



Innate Gnosis of God Reza Berenjkar

So He made hypocrisy to follow as a consequence into their hearts”.
1

Turning back from religion and hypocrisy are the result of avarice.

5. Seeking exaltation and superiority

About disbelief by Pharaoh and his companions of the divine communications, 
the holy Quran says:

المْفُسْنیدِ. عقاُبِةَ آَان آیَفْ فانظْرُ عًلُوُاّ و ظًلُامْ أنَفْسُھُمُ اَوستْیَقْنَتَاھْ باھِ جحَدَاوُ و

“And they denied them unjustly and proudly while their soul had been 

convinced of them; consider, then how was the end of the mischief-makers”.
2

b) Indulgence in sins

1. Injustice

الظلاّمِوُنْ. إّلا بتایآِانِ یُجَحْدَ ما وَ

“And none deny Our communications except the unjust”.
3

الظلاّمِیِنْ. القْوَمْ يھَدْيِ لا اَالله إ َّن

“Surely Allah does not guide the unjust people”.
4

It has come down in the Evangel as such:
“Thus, the reason He (God) hardened Pharaoh’s heart was because he 

punished our tribe and wished to do injustice to them.”
5

2. Transgression

السافْقِوُن. إّلا باھِ يكَفْرُ ما وَ بٍانِّیَت ایآٍت إلیَكْ أنَزْلَانْ لْقَدَ وَ

“And certainly We have revealed to you clear communications and none 
disbelieve in them except the transgressors”.

6

In this verse, disbelief is confined to transgression. The reason for this may be 
the wide concept of transgression which includes all indecent acts.

الفاسنیقِ. القوَمْ يھَدْىِ لا اَالله إ َّن

“Surely, Allah does not guide the transgressing people”.
7

3. Evil deeds

1. Taubah (9)/76 & 77 
2. Naml (27)/14 
3. Ankabut (29)/49 
4. An’am (6)/144. Also, refer to Taubah/109; Baqarah/86 & 258; Saff/7; Qasas/50; Ahqaf/10 and Naml/14 
5. Bible of Barnabas: Chapter 166; page 332 
6. Baqarah (2)/99 
7. Munafiqun (63)/6. Also, refer to Baqarah/26; Saff/5 and Taubah/80 
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االله. بایآِت آبَّذَوُا نَأْ السُّوىأ أاسَاوُؤ اَلَّذیِنْ عاقبِةَ آَان ثَّمُ

“Then evil was the end of those who did evil, because they rejected the 
communications of Allah”.

1

This warning by the Quran is very strong and intense as sin does not merely 
remain within its own limits. Rather, because of the reciprocal relation of deed 
with the human heart and soul, the evil deeds directly influences man’s heart-
related position vis-a-vis religion and results in the disbelief (of God).

4. Lie

آٌفَاّر. آٌابِذ هَوُ مْنَ يھَدْي لا اَالله َّنِإ

“Surely Allah does not guide him aright who is a liar, 

ungrateful”.
2

c) & d) Satans from jinn and men

ِّالجْنِ. وَ الإْنِسْ شطایَیِنْ عًدَاّوُ ٍّنبَىِ لكِِّلُ جعَلَانْ آلذَكِ وَ

“And thus did We make for every prophet an enemy, the Satans from among 
men and jinn”.

3

آافْرُ. للِإْنِاسْن اقَل ذِإْ اِلشَّياطْن آِمَثَلَ

“Like the Satan when he says to man: Disbelieve”.
4

لھَمُ. أمَىلْ وَ لْھَمُ سَّوَل َّالشاطیُن الھْدُى لھَمُ تبَنَّیَ ما بِعَدْ مْنِ دَأابْھِرمِ عىلَ راتُّْدَاو اَلَّذنیِ َّنِإ

“Surely (as for) those who return on their backs after that guidance has become 
manifest to them, the Satan has made it a light matter to them; and He gives 
them respite”.

5

بًعَدیِا. ضًلالاَ يضُھَّلِمُ نَأْ اُلشَّياطْن يرُیِدْ وَ

“And the Satan desires to lead them astray into a remote 
error”.

6
It has come down in the Evangel as follows:

“Faith never errs because its foundation is God and His Words.......... But (the 
Satan) earnestly seeks to nullify the faith”.

7

Numerous traditions too have come down concerning the topic under 
discussion. For the sake of brevity, we shall set forth only a few of them:
Imam Sadiq (A.S.) said:

الحْسَدَ. وَ اُلاْسِتْكِابْر وَ اُلَحْرِصْ ثٌثلاَةَ: اِلكْفُرْ أصُوُلْ

“The principles of disbelief are three: Greed, vanity and jealousy”.
8

الغْضَبَ. وَ اُلسَّخطَ وَ اُلرَّهبْةَ وَ اُغَّرلَبْةَ رَاٌبْعَةَ: اِلكْفُرْ آْرَاُان

1. Rum (30)/10 
2. Zumar (39)/3 
3. An’am (6)/112 
4. Hashr (59)/16 
5. Muhammad (47)/25 
6. Nisa (4)/60. Similarly, refer to An’am/43 & 121; A’raf/27; Hajj/3; Naml/24 and Ankabut/38 
7. Bible of Barnabas; page 211 & 212 
1. Kafi 2/289; tradition 1.
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“The pillars of disbelief are four: Greed in worldly provisions; fear from fading 
of worldly provisions; fury and anger”.

1

Hazrat Ali (A.S.) said:
الشُّبھْھَ. وَ اُلشَّك وَ الغْلُُّوُ وَ اُلَفْقسِ دئاعَمِ: رَأِبْعَ عىلَ الكْفُرْ بَنُىِ

“Disbelief has been founded on four pillars: Ungodliness, exaggeration 
(extremism), doubt and uncertainty”.

2

Imam Musa Kazim (A.S.) said:
ذنُبوُھِمِ. لكِثَرْةَ اِلخْلَقْ عِنَ اَلحْاجِب َّنِا

“Surely, people are aloof from God due to their manifold sins”.
3

Human freedom, good and evil free-will and moral vices and virtues greatly 
influences man’s life. Amongst their effects is man’s submission or non-
submission before God. Besides, enjoyment or deprivation from “Ruh-e -Iman”
(spirit of faith) is the result of this submission or non-submission finally 
resulting in the worship or disobedience of God. The outcome of submission 
and worship too (as mentioned in the stage of ‘reminding’) is nothing but 
achievement of special guidance i.e., intensification of innate gnosis and greater 
recognition of the Almighty God.
Among the effects of free-will and moral capability is the manner of achieving 
and remembering the innate gnosis in the foremost stage of guidance (general 
guidance). Verily, the basis of divine gnosis has been manifested for all and the 
divine plea will be finalized for all men (as explained in the stage of 
‘introduction’. But, an individual’s spiritual state influences the manner of 
manifestation of innate gnosis and its remembrance.
Perhaps, a few expressions from the Quran (as mentioned below) bear witness, 
apart from special guidance, to general guidance and the manner of achieving 
the first stage of guidance.
بِعَدْ مْنِ قلُوُبْكُمُ قْسَتَ السافْقِنیِ"،  "ثَّمُ القْوَمْ يھَدْىِ لا اَالله إ ،"َّن الظلاّمِنیِ" القْوَمْ يھَدْىِ لا اَالله إ "َّن

و...... قسَوْةَ" ُّأشَدَ وَأْ آلاَحْاجِةَر فھَىِ ذَلكِ

Thus, free -will and morals play a fundamental role in recognition (of God), 
belief, and deeds and in short, in all aspects of man’s life.

Second Chapter:

Outcome of submission

2. Kafi 2/289; tradition 2. 
3. Kafi 2/393. Similarly, refer to Nahjul-Balagha: wise sayings No 31 and Bihar al-Anwar 72/104-123; chapter 
concerning pillars of disbelief; hadith 1,2,16,17,19 and vol 70/53; hadith 15 & page 55 hadith 24. 
4. Bihar al-Anwar 3/15 

Naba Cultural Organization NabaCultural.Org



Innate Gnosis of God Reza Berenjkar

The last stage in guidance is submission before the All-Compassionate God. By 
taking this step, man follows the right way and achieves the divine general 
guidance. Perceiving the “Ruh-e- Iman” (spirit of faith) from the All-
Compassionate God is the gift of this stage.
Like “Ma’refat -e-fitri” (innate gnosis), the “Ruh-e-Iman” (spirit of faith) too 
is God’s gift and favour with this difference that the basis of innate gnosis is 
universal whereas “spirit of faith” is confined to the believers who submit
themselves before God. We shall clarify the above matter while describing the 
qualities of faith.
In the divine works, faith and everything related to faith has been discussed 
from various angles. Here, we shall at first, describe the various meanings of
faith and then look into divine faith and mention some of its specialties from 
two angles: “Iman-e -Mu’min” (believer’s faith) which is the act of man and 
“Ruh-e-Iman” (spirit of faith) which is God’s creation.

1. The meanings of faith (Iman)
In the holy Quran and noble traditions, the word “Iman” (faith) has been 
applied in various senses. Among them, we may mention such meanings as:
“confession by tongue”

1

“confirmation by heart”
2

“divine obligations”
3

“acting upon the duties and 
abstaining from cardinal sins”

4
“fulfillment of obligatory acts and absolute 

abstinence from sins”
5

“fulfillment of obligatory and recommendable acts and 
abstinence from forbidden, abominable and even ‘mubah’ (impunible) acts”

6
.

However, the real meaning which is most emphasized is “belief by heart
together with confession by tongue and action by limbs”. It is this very meaning

used in contrast to ‘Islam’ (meaning apparent submission).
7

1. For example: (١٣٦ رلوسَھِ (نساء / و اللهابِ آمونِا آمونَا اَلَّذين أيُّها يا
The first faith refers to confession and the sencond faith refers to confirmation by heart and the meaning of the 
verse is as such: ‘O those who have confessed to the truthfulness of the divine religion, acknowledge it by your 
heart too. Similarly, refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/273 where other verses too have come down in this regard.
2.   

Same reference
3. For example: (١٤٣ إيمانكَمُ (بقره / لیِعیضُ آَان ما
After alteration in the ‘Qibla’ (direction of prayers), the Muslims inquired from the Prophet whether their 
prayers in the direction of Bait al- Muqaddas is rendered null and void! In reply, the above-mentioned verse was 
revealed. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/274 and 69/77 & 78.
٤
For example, refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/262, last line; page 270, tradition 26; page 277 & 299, tradition 2 and

Vol 69/73.
٥
For example, refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/256, 259, 296; Vol 69/63, tradition 7 and page 73, tradition 28.

4. Refer to the traditions which have come down about qualities of believers particularly, Bihar al-Anwar 
68/149, chapter concerning “Qualities of a Shiite”.
1. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/225, chapter concerning “Difference between “Iman” and “Islam”. In this 
chapter, aside from verses of Quran, fifty-six traditions have been narrated. Also, refer to chapter 69/18, chapter 
concerning “Deeds are part of “Iman” (faith)”. Aside from verses, thirty traditions have been narrated. Most of 
these traditons bear witness to the afore-mentioned meaning.
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This meaning has been propounded by the pure Imams (A.S.) as against two 
views in vogue at that time.
The Murji’ites reckoned apparent confession by ‘people of Qibla’ to be 
sufficient for Islam and faith while the Kharijites reckoned ‘observance of 
obligatory acts and abstinence from cardinal sins’ as a necessity for Islam and 
faith. In this regard, the inheritors of divine gnosis and true interpreters of 
Quran have proved, by virtue of the holy verses and Prophet’s sunnah that for 
Islam, apparent confession is enough but, for bringing faith (Iman ), this
apparent confession should be supported with belief by heart and divine deeds. 
Thus, faith used in the above sense is synonymous with submission (at heart) 
and its tools i.e., verbal and practical submission.
In the Islamic sources, Iman (faith) in the above sense has been linked with 
another matter i.e., Ruh -e-Iman (spirit of faith) with this meaning that God 
bestows His favor and sets aglow a believer’s heart with light, certainty, 
tranquility and piety in proportion to the believer’s faith. He makes the believer 
enjoy a lustrous and spiritual reality called “Ruh-e-Iman”.
In this part of our discussion, we shall lay stress, more than anything else, on 
these two matters: i.e., believer’s faith and spirit of faith. One is the act of man 
and the other God’s make. One takes shape on the basis of man’s spiritual state 
and free-will and the other is augmented by God.

2. The specialties of “Ruh-e-Iman” (spirit of faith)
“Ruh-e-Iman” is God’s creation:
صنُعْ؟ٌ قلُبوُھِمِ فىِ آتَبَ فيما لْھَمُ هْلَ اَلإْامیِن"، قلُبوُھِمِ فيِ آتَبَ االله (ع): "واَلئكِ عِبَدْ لأِيبَ قلُتْ

لا. قال:
I inquired from Imam Sadiq (A.S.) about the verse: “These are they into whose 
hearts He has impressed faith”

1
as such: ‘Have the believers had any role in 

impression of faith? Imam (A.S.) replied: ‘No’.
2

“Ruh-e-Iman” is God’s favor to His believing slaves:
منِھْ. بٍرِحوُ أدَّیَهَمُ وَ اَلإْامیِن قلُبوُھِمِ فىِ آتَبَ وُأَلئكِ

“These are they into whose hearts He has impressed faith, and whom He has 
strengthened with an inspiration from Him”.

3

“Ruh-e-Iman” is peace and tranquility which God bestows upon the hearts of 
believers:

إيمانھِمِ. معَ إًيمانا لیِزَاوُدادْ المْؤُمْنِنیِ قِلُوُب فيِ السَّكیِنْةَ أنَزْلَ الَّذيِ هَوُ

“He it is Who sent down tranquility into the hearts of the believers that they 

might have more of faith added to their faith”.
1

2. Mujadilah (58)/22
3. Kafi 2/15
1. Mujadilah (58)/22. Refer to Kafi 2/15, tradition 1 & 5; Bihar al-Anwar 69/190, tradition 5; 69/194 & 200 and 
Vol 68/274.
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“Ruh-e-Iman” is the very divine piety, inseparable from the believers:
التَّقوْى. آلَمِةَ ألَزْمَھَمُ وَ اْلمَؤُمْنِنیِ علَىَ وَ رسَلوُھِ علَىَ سُكَیِنْتَھَ اُالله فأَنَزْلَ

“But Allah sent down His tranquility on His Messenger and the believers and 

fastened to them the reality of “Taqwa”
2

In instances where a believer turns back from the foundation of faith 
(submission), he will be deprived of“Ruh-e-Iman”:

يامْن. الإْ حْوُرَ مُنِھْ اُالله أخَرْجَ الرَّجلُ زنَىَ اذإ
“When a person commits adultery, God takes away the “Ruh-e-Iman” (spirit of 
faith) from him”.

3

Just as “Ruh al-Qudus” distinguishes an immaculate person from a non-
immaculate person

4
in the same manner, “Ruh-e-Iman” distinguishes a believer 

from unbeliever.
5

3. Faith and heart
The divine faith (believer’s faith and Ruh-e-Iman) is a affair related to the heart. 
In the divine writings, a believer’s faith (Iman) is remembered by such 
expressions as “something in heart”

6
“submission at heart”

7
“a tie in heart 

and by heart”
8

“confirmation by heart”
9

“whatever is established in heart”
10

“whatever is pure in heart”
11

“faith in heart and faith by heart”
12

“white spot 
in heart”

13
while “Ruh-e-Iman” is remembered by such titles as “something 

that is set in the hearts”
14

“confirmation at heart”
15

and “impression in
16

hearts”Theseexpressions indicate that faith is a heart-related subject and not a 
verbal affair or mental imagination and affirmation. Besides, if man submits 
himself before God with heart and soul, God too will assist his heart and soul 
without any intermediary (i.e., concepts and notions).

2. Fath (48)/4. Refer to Kafi 2/15, tradition 1 & 3-5. 
3. Fath (48)/26. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 69/200, tradition 21. 
4. Bihar al-Anwar 69/178. Similarly, refer to page 19, tradition 4 & 5; page 198, tradition 16; Kafi 2/280 & 281. 
5. Mujadilah/22, Baqarah/253; Bihar al-Anwar 69/179, tradition 3 and page 191.
6. The philosophers and materialistic psychologists have, in their study on human sciences come to this view 
that man is an advancing complicated animal. Of course, they cannot be considered at fault as materialistic 
belief fails to distinguish and depict the realities and the lofty gnosis. As a matter of fact, in such a definition, 
they are describing their own being. However, they too should consider us right for believing that man is a 
spiritual being since a believer is assisted (by God) and he proceeds towards Him. Basically, from the divine 
viewpoint, one cannot set a fixed definition for all the human-beings because, man is always swaying and 
fluctuating between the two limits: “most deviated than an animal” and “most excellent than an angel”.
7. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/282 
8. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/265 
9. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/256, 291 and Vol 69/65 & 69 
10. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/273 and 69/68, tradition 21 
11.Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/251
12. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 69/72 
13. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/265 and 70/178 & 180, tradition 49 
1. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 69/196 
2. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/273 & 274 
3. Refer to Bihar al-Anwar 68/273 & 274 
4. Mujadilah/22; Bihar al-Anwar 69/200, tradition 22 

Naba Cultural Organization NabaCultural.Org



Innate Gnosis of God Reza Berenjkar

4. Faith and deeds
After man submits himself before the Almighty God and acknowledges Him by 
heart, a light proportionate to this faith is augmented which necessarily results 
in divine conduct and worship of God.
Among the special features of the Shiite sect is the view concerning “Iman”
(faith) and “Islam” (submission) . As against the Kharijites and Murji’ites, the 
Shias believe that divine deeds influences faith and reckon deeds to be a
condition of faith. On the other hand, they believe that worship and deeds play 
no role in the apparent Islam.

This view (i.e., the Shiite view) is drawn on the basis of Quran and traditions.
1

Numerous traditions lay stress that a believer does not commit sin and if ever a 
believer happens to indulge in sins, it implies that at the time of sin and even 
before that, God takes away the “Ruh- e-Iman” from him. And repentance is 
the only means by which the past radiance and purity is returned.
Belief at heart and consequently Ruh-e-Iman followed by a conduct 
commensurate with faith is the outcome of the stage of divine theology. That is 
to say, there exists a productive and necessary relation between faith and 
worship. Despite this, the matter of free-will does not give away its authority in 
any of the stages. The secret of this lies hidden in the rudiments of faith.
Inasmuch as after submission, man acquires Ruh-e-Iman, the same submission 
(which takes shape on the basis of free-will) gets manifested in deeds supported 
by divine aid.
At the time of disobedience and sin too, man gives away, by his own free-will, 
the basis of faith which is the same submission. Consequently, he is deprived of 
divine aid and commits indecent deeds.
Thus, considering that sin harms the pillar of faith, it destroys its very principle 
too. In this regard, numerous traditions have come down which stress that 

“Ruh-e-Iman” is withdrawn from man at the time he commits sins.
2

5. Levels of faith
Submission before the Almighty God is not of the same level. This is because 
people submit before God at levels, proportionate to their spiritual capacity and 
free-will. Thus, people’s faith are of various degrees and they enjoy special 
levels of Ruh-e -Iman and divine assistance. For this reason, the believers 
devouteness and divine conduct are diverse.

5. For example, refer to Hujarat/14, Nisa/136 and Bihar al-Anwar 68/225-309, chapter concerning “Difference 
between faith (Iman) and submission (Islam)”; 69/18-149 “Deeds are part of faith and verily, faith is spread all 
over the organs.”
1. For example, refer to Bihar al-Anwar 69/19, 178, 198 and Kafi 2/280-284.
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On this basis, the traditions which define various meanings for Iman (faith) are 
not only consistent with each other but rather shows that there exists diverse 
levels of faith.
In this regard, its worthy to mention that an individual’s level of faith does not 
always remain fixed. Rather, it keeps fluctuating at different levels. The reason 
for this is that the principle of faith and the spirit of piety lies in man’s 
submission based on free-will and genetic authority where, this authority 
remains in force after submission too. An individual can either turn his back 
from submitting before God or strengthen his submission and ascend to higher 
levels of faith:
Imam Musa Kazim (A.S.) said:

لھَ. اِلعْمَلَ وَ لھَّلِ بعاَّطلاِةَ اَلرُّحْو نؤُدِّیَ نُحَنْ

"We approve (help) the ‘Ruh-e-Imam’ through obedience to God and deeds".
1

METHOD OF UTILIZING VERSES
AND TRADITIONS IN

INNATE THEOLOGY; AND THE TRUTH
OF INNATE DISPOSITION

2. Kafi 2/268. Many verses and traditions have come down about levels of faith, its essence and causes. For 
example, refer to Anfal/3, Fath/5, Bara’at/124 & 125, Mujadilah/12, Ahzab/22, Baqarah/261, Ale-Imran/173, 
Waqaeh/8-10, Muddassir/31 and Bihar al-Anwar 69/156 chapter concerning “Levels of faith and realities” and 
Vol 69/175, chapter concerning “Tranquility and ruh-e- iman and its abundance and shortcomings”.
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In the discussions on innate gnosis, reference is made to verses and traditions 
just as in certain cases, rational questions and answers are set forth too. Thus, 
this question arises that whether the topic of innate disposition and innate gnosis 
is a rational or traditional (transmitted) matter and basically, what is the 
criterion of authenticity and rightfulness of innate gnosis?
Reply: The criterion of authenticity of innate disposition is neither intellect nor 
tradition (transmission) and innate gnosis is not an intellect or blind recognition. 
Rather, this gnosis is a conscientious recognition which is assured through 
God’s help. At the time of such conscientious mood, man recognizes his Creator 
and perceives His rightfulness by heart and soul. In this manner, the heart-
related Hujjah (plea) which is the most firm reasoning gets manifested. The 
Prophets, divine leaders and evangelists too, strive to create a conscientious 
mood in their addressees through reminding. However, the essence of 
conscience and manifestation of gnosis is God’s creation. Thus, one shouldn’t 
compare this kind of conscience and recognition with any of the human 
sciences.
Ordinarily,

1
the innate gnosis divulges through reminding of others only when 

the following three factors go hand in hand:
1.The person reminding is himself not heedless of that gnosis. 
2.Man possesses the desired spiritual and moral state devoid of any ethical 

hindrances. 
3.There exist no mental obstacles too. 
The roles of the Prophets guarantee the first factor; creation of spiritual 
elevation is the ultimate goal of morals; and good debate and argumentation 
eliminates mental obstacles.
Thus, innate gnosis is a conscientious matter at heart which is superior to all 
human sciences including the rational and non-rational sciences. Its proof lies 
within itself and one does not require outside logical reasoning for proving its 
legitimacy. Of course, as said before, it is possible to prove God through 
rational means but what we wish to emphasis is this that innate disposition 
(Fitrat) does not require rational proofs. Rather, it uncovers the reality before 
man at lofty levels and it is here that the secret of believer’s faith is looked into 
and perceived.

1. Since divine gnosis is in God’s hand, its possible that an individual may recognise Him without the afore-
mentioned conditions. For example, in situations of severe hardship, man becomes aware of God despite his 
own desire.
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Nevertheless, man is free to accept or reject this gnosis; and freedom and 
authority are essential to this ability. Man is given freedom because this world 
is a place of divine trial and examination.
Reliance on narrative proofs too has diverse reasons. Among them, we may say 
that the verses and traditions are vital reminders that prepare, in the best 
possible manner, an individual’s heart for receiving the divine gnosis. This itself 
is one of the aspects of the miracles of Quran.
About the Quran, Amir-ul-Mu’minin (A.S.) says:

آباتِھِ. في لْھَمُ فتَجَلَىّ

“He (i.e., the Almighty God) manifest to them (slaves) throughout His 
Book”.

1
In Ziarat-Jama’e,

2
we read about the Infallibles (A.S.) as such:
تدَلُُّون. عِلَھیَ وَ تدَعْوُن اِالله االله....إلى معَرْفِةَ ِّماحَل عىلَ اُلسَّلام

Another reason for relying on narration is to prove that the afore-mentioned 
points are all deeply rooted in Islam. It reveals the method of divine theology 
and the style adopted by the divine prophets in inviting people towards God. 
Basically, if any discussion (whether rational, traditional (narrative) and 
conscientious) is to be attributed to religion, it must be supported by divine texts 
minus the esoteric interpretations.

3

Another reason for utilizing verses and traditions in this book is because a few 
topics like, “the worlds of pre-existence” lie within the limits of “Ghaib”
(Unseen) but outside the purview of intellect and conscience. All discussions 
that fall within the limits of “Ghaib” (Unseen) are purely devotional and the 
criterion of their authenticity is narration.

In short, reference to narration can be classified as follows:
a) As far as explanation is concerned, the stance and talk of every religion and 
school of thought must be supported by internal proofs. 
b) In the fundamental gnostic knowledge, the verses and traditions usually play 
the role of reminding notwithstanding whether rational reasonings can be raised 
here or not. 
c) In the detailed gnostic knowledge, narration takes the colour of blind 
obedience (devotional). Of course, it is within the limits of “Ghaib” (Unseen) 
that narration can be reckoned to be the only exclusive way (for obedience) 
otherwise, rational proofs too can be mooted. 
There are various reasons too for setting forth rational queries and replies as 
well as argumentation and reasoning concerning innate disposition (Fitrat). One 

1. Nahjul-Balagha; sermon 147, page 204 
2. Uyoon Akhbar al-Ridha (A.S.) 2/273 & 274 
3. With respect to the metaphorical expressions of the Quran too, one should adopt silence and refer to the clear 
verses for their meanings. 
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reason is that for every question, one should prepare, in the same language, an 
appropriate reply. It’s possible that a matter may not be intrinsically rational but 
exposed to rational queries so that its impossibility is proved. Here, one should 
prove the possibility of that matter by rational argumentation and doing away 
with the mental hindrances. Most of the religious affairs are of this type and the 
main concern of a religious speaker and scholar is to defend the religious affairs 

in a rational manner.
1

Likewise, a non-rational matter can sometimes be referred to the intellect and 
explained in the rational language just as Ma’refat fitri (innate gnosis) can be 
described by “negating God from two constrictions” (ta’til and tash’bih). 
Verily, this intellectual report is an innate acquisition and not a rational 
acquisition.
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intellect. In the stage of “Elucidation”, the speaker strives in clarifying concepts such as “Seeing God”, “Unity 
of God”, “Intercession” and “Occultation”. In the next stage, the religious discussions takes shape in such 
manner that is in vogue in the human sciences. In this as well as the preceding stage, the speaker, out of 
compulsion, reduces the divine gnostic knowledge and discusses by means of human language and system. In 
the fourth stage i.e., “Proof”, those matters that can be rationally proved are proved so in a rational manner and 
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